Classification of Baptisms
Brown font entries are inferences on my part

	Type
	Agency
	Goal
	Texts
	Other Doctrine

	physical: overthrow
	waters
	reclamation of God’s plan in creation
	Gen.1:2
	

	physical: overthrow

spiritual – Christ’s
	The Flood – waters
resurrection of Jesus Christ
	salvation of Noah’s house
salvation, a good conscience
	1 Pet.3:20-21
	a “type” answering 

the “antitype”

	physical: overthrow
	fire
	works tested
	2 Pet.3:5-7; Mar.9:49; Luk.12:49-50; 1 Cor.3:11-15; 1 Pet.1:6-7
	day of  judgment

	physical (outwardly), spiritual (inwardly)
	the cloud, the sea
	into Moses
	1 Cor.10:1-4
	spiritual food & drink; drank of that spiritual Rock (Christ)

	physical – ritual washings
	water
	ritual purification
	Lev.14; Num.19:18; Mar.7:1-9; Luk.11:37-39
	law of Moses, extended by “tradition of the elders”

	physical – John’s
	water (Jordan)
	repentance
	Mat.3:5-11
	confess sins, wrath to come (fire)

	physical – John’s
	water (beyond Jordan)
	reveal a Greater One
	Joh.1:22-33
	

	physical – John’s
	water (Jordan)
	repentance
	Acts 19:1-4
	

	physical – John’s
	John
	into Jordan
	Mar.1:9
	Jesus’ baptism by John

	physical – Christ’s
	water
	repentance
	Joh.4:1-2
	Jesus’ disciples extend the baptism of John

	physical – John’s
	water (Jordan)
	repentance
	Acts 1:5
	Jesus speaking

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Type
	Agency
	Goal
	Texts
	Other Doctrine

	physical – Christ’s
	water, upon the name of Jesus Christ
	the remission of sins
	Acts 2:38
	the physical act conferred a spiritual effect

	physical – Christ’s
	water
	into the name of the Lord Jesus
	Acts 8:16
	

	physical – Christ’s
	water
	into the name of Jesus Christ
	Acts 10:47-48
	

	physical – God’s
	water
	into the name of the Father, of the Son, of the Holy Spirit
	Mat.28:19-20
	teach all the nations – so-called “Great Commission”

	physical & spiritual?
	believe & be baptized
	salvation
	Mar.16:16
	accompanying signs

	physical: suffering
	suffering
	death
	Mar.10:35-40; Luk.12:49-50; Joh.18:11
	drink the cup, fire

	spiritual – Christ’s
	holy spirit and fire
	?
	Mat.3:11-13
	unquenchable fire; spoken by John

	spiritual – Christ’s
	holy spirit 
	?
	Joh.1:33
	spoken by John

	spiritual – Christ’s
	holy spirit 
	?
	Acts 1:5
	spoken by Jesus

	spiritual – Christ’s
	filled with holy spirit
	utterance given by the Spirit
	Acts 2:1-4
	tongues of fire, speaking in tongues

	spiritual – Christ’s
	holy spirit
	the gift of the Holy Spirit
	Acts 2:38
	

	spiritual – Christ’s
	holy spirit, laying on hands
	receive holy spirit
	Acts 8:15-17
	

	spiritual – Christ’s
	hearing [believing]
	gift of holy spirit
	Acts 10:44-46
	the gift poured out

	spiritual – Christ’s
	hearing [believing]
	into the name of the Lord Jesus
	Acts 19:5-6
	laying on hands – gifts of holy spirit overcame them

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Type
	Agency
	Goal
	Texts
	Other Doctrine

	spiritual – Christ’s
	baptism, the glory of the Father
	buried, dead, raised
	Rom.6:2-8
	planted together in the likeness of His death … His resurrection; old man crucified together

	spiritual – Christ’s
	?
	into Christ, one in Christ
	Gal.3:26-28
	put on Christ

	spiritual – Christ’s
	one spirit
	one body
	1 Cor.12:12-13
	drink one spirit

	spiritual – Christ’s
	one baptism, one spirit
	one body
	Eph.4:3-6
	the unity of the Spirit

	
	
	
	
	

	Type
	Agency
	Goal
	Texts
	Other Doctrine

	spiritual – Christ’s
	faithfulness of God’s energizing
	buried with Him, risen with Him
	Col.2:11-13
	circumcision of Christ; made alive with Him; dead to the sins; the putting off the body of the flesh

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



