Covenants - Lesson Notes
Lesson 1:
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1. Profitable: Gk. Wfelimwj, the last word in the NT Gk. Lexicon!
2. 2 Timothy was the last word of Scripture (Col.1:25), and this keynote almost the last word of the last word.
3. Note the word “Simplified”. E.g., in this dispensation of “No-Covenant” are there no covenants that apply? How about Mal.2:13-14? 
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1.  In LXX diaqhkh always translates tyrb.
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1. Think in terms of a formal treaty.
2. Fig. Polyptoton  (many inflections).
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1. They gave names to the stone-heap! Perhaps in similar manner, the Urim 


and Thummim were the names given to sacred stones for casting lots.
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1. 
Read Moulton & Milligan article in The Vocabulary of the Greek Testament on diaqhkh– excerpts.
2.  Read Bullinger article on "covenant" from his Lexicon and Concordance – excerpt.
3.  M&M point about the mind of Paul is right on the mark.
4.  M&M’s “Vocabulary” published 50 years after Bullinger’s Lexicon and takes into account 20th century papyrus discoveries.
5.  Bullinger’s point about suntithēmi also has merit – for human-only covenants.
6.  God exercises plenary power over the covenant instrument.

7.
 Like the man who sought healing for his epileptic son: “I believe. Help my 


 unbelief.”
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1. 
Abraham was sorely tested in the final revelation of God’s covenant with him.
2.  Note Figure Epizeuxis, a mild form of oath. Literally “greatly, greatly”, but translated “exceedingly”.
3.  Note the “token” in verse 11.
4.  This covenant, like others that God initiated, was hereditary. 
5.  
1st occurrence of the divine title El Shaddai is at Gen.17:1.

Slide 7 -

1. 
Enactment of the Code of Hammurabi (Babylon ca. 1780 BC) dates from the 
time of Isaac and Jacob, but rests on a long tradition of middle eastern 
mores – it deals in many particulars with contract law, but lacks the 
solemnity of covenanting.
Lesson 2:
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1. Witnesses: as memorials of remembrance 
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1. 
Natural: Jer.31:35-37 mentions only “ordinances”, not “covenant”.  Read 2 Pet.3:1-13 on the three versions of “heavens and earth”.
2. 
Adamic-1 had a commandment “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth”, and a prohibition not to eat the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.  Hos.6:7 – “like Adam, passed over or through (the) covenant”. Same word “pass through (`âbar)” used of passing through the pieces of the covenant sacrifice (the burning lamp in Gen.15:17). 
3. 
Adamic-2 includes the promise of a Redeemer, the Seed of the Woman Who will crush Satan’s head (Gen.3:15).   Also, the sacrifice of animals was required to clothe their nakedness (Gen.3:21) – aprons of fig leaves (Gen.3:7) were unacceptable.  Animal sacrifice to please God was at the heart of Abel’s acceptance (Gen.4:4).  The way of the Tree of Life is being “kept” by cherubim. Linked to Millennial Covenant, where Tree of Life will be restored (Rev.22:1-2).
4. 
Mosaic-1 goes beyond these preliminary words of the Lord to include all the ordinances of the Law.  Additional ref. Hos.8:1.
5. 
Mosaic-2 repeats the covenant blessings/curses of Mosaic-1 to the next generation of Israel, after settling 2 ½ tribes, and before crossing Jordan R. Note verse 12 the covenant = the oath. First hint there might be a flaw with this covenant. 
6. 
Aaronic: “covenant of salt” – we might say “covenant of gold” acc. to Bullinger’s comment on v.19. , or a possible Fig. Pleonasm. Cp. Lev.2:13 “salt of covenant”.  Cp. Mat.5:13 “you are the salt of the earth”.
7. 
Davidic: this covenant for the benefit of all the people (Isa.55:3-4).
8. 
Jerusalemic: note that the polluted offspring of Canaanites is wed to the Lord as part of this covenant – a covenant of marriage.
9. 
New: note the marriage element again (v.32)
10. Millennial: note the marriage element again (v.16)
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1. 
Adamic-1: prohibition concerning Tree of Knowledge of Good & Evil; “cut off” from access to Tree of Life.
2. 
Adamic-2: animal sacrifice required to please God.
3. 
Noahic: Noah “perfect” in his generations and walked with God
4. 
Abrahamic: Gen.12:1-3 – Abram must leave Ur of Chaldea in order to be made a great nation.  Gen.13:14-17 – Abram must walk through the land of his promised inheritance.  This covenant has preconditioned, unconditioned and conditioned aspects to it. Gen.26:1-5 “because Abraham obeyed Me…” Law of Circumcision was added after this covenant was solemnified. 
5. 
Davidic: Acts 13:22 – more at Psa.89:20-37. His and Phinehas’ zealous service were the preconditions. 
6. 
Davidic: Psa.132:11-12 
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1. 
Cp. Epizeuxis at Gen.17:1-2 – an emphasis having the force of a mild oath.
2. 
Note Polyptotons in Gen.22:17; 12:2 – having an emphatic force.
3. 
Abrahamic: Note how Abraham’s walk in obedience brought forth progressively greater affirmations of divine blessing. Obedience in offering Isaac brought greatest affirmation. His obedience to the command to offer Isaac brought the greatest affirmation. 
4. 
Strong notes that “swear” (shâba`) means literally to “seven oneself” – it also mean “to complete, fulfill”. Brown-Driver-Briggs suggests a meaning of “to bind oneself by 7 things”. Bullinger suggests completeness of one’s bond to fulfill the word of it.  Note the use of 7 lambs by Abraham as a witness in his covenant with Abimelech (Gen.21:22-32).
5. 
Note that Abrahamic Covenant oath was with “the fathers” (Jer.32:21-22), so Isaac and Jacob were recipients also (see also Exo.6:8) and with the nation (Exo.13:11).
6. 
Note the oath between Isaac – Abimelech (Gen.26:26-28, 32-33) 
7. 
Note Abraham’s declaration to king of Sodom – his arm uplifted to Jehovah (Gen.14:21-23)
8. 
As the Lie progressed in time, oath-taking became more commonplace and profane – hence Mat.5:33-37.
9. 
Mosaic: Dan.9:11 mentions the curses of the Law (per Deu.28). So does a divine curse bear the solemnity of an oath?
10.  Note covenant between Joshua & Israel confirming Mosaic Covenant – seems to have the force of an oath: “You are witnesses against yourselves” (Jos.24:14-27)
11.  Davidic: 2 Sam.3:9 records it as historical fact.  Perhaps it relates to Samuel pronouncing the kingdom rent from Saul (1 Sam.15:27-29)
12.  Christologic: Melchisidecan priesthood elaborated in Heb.7.


Jehovah swears by Himself in 3 other places – Jer.22:1-5 (curse on the house 

of the king of Judah), Jer.49:13 (curse on Edom), Isa.45:22-23 (“every knee 


shall bow…”)
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1.

Implication of ritual passing between the pieces seems to be: “Let me 



become as this sacrifice, if I break my covenant”. See Jer.34:17-18. 

2.  Abrahamic: in Gen.15:10 Abram prepared the animals; in v.17 the Lord 



passed through the pieces.

3. 
Mosaic: many types of offerings, some offered daily. Three great solemn feasts on the liturgical calendar: Unleavened Bread, Firstfruits, Ingathering (Latter Harvest).
4. 
Mosaic: contrast Exo.24:7-8 with New Covenant – note the change in “the blood of the covenant”. 
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1. 
Christologic Feasts: Lord’s Table/Supper has its roots in the Mosaic burnt offerings (Lev.21:1, 8, 21)- “bread of God”, i.e. upon the altar, the Lord’s table.
2. Feasting today: see Col.2:16 
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1. 
Aaronic: Num.18:7 on the gift of service; Num.18:20 on their inheritance; Num.18:32 on the curse of polluted offerings. Mal.2:1-9 on polluted priesthood.
2. 
Mosaic: some of the blessings – abundance of children, abundance of food, abundant rain, victory against enemies, success in ventures, a raised up nation, a lender to other nations.  Also, none of the plagues & diseases that God afflicted Egypt with would fall on Israel (Exo.15:26)

3.
Mosaic: because of Achan’s sin at Jericho, Israel were defeated in their 


attack on Ai (Jos.7:4-5).
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1. 
Davidic:  Although Samuel’s threat came after Israel’s request for a king, it applied to all kings afterward.  Solomon’s legacy was a divided kingdom.  Note Solomon’s legacy of a divided kingdom.  No Davidic king has sat on the throne since the Captivity. 
2. 
Christologic: Sin question – Heb.10:1-10.  Curse at Jer.31:29-30
3. 
Millennial: Isa.11; 65:17-25; Rev.20:1-6.  Curse at Zec.14:16-17.  If post-Millennial included – new heavens & new earth, Tree of Life restored, 2nd resurrection, no more curse (i.e., due to Adam’s fall). 
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1. 
Adamic: mention Bullinger’s The Witness of the Stars.
2. 
Abrahamic: both a sign and a commandment.
3. 
Mosaic: although Exo.31:16 appears to make Sabbath observance a separate covenant, this is a Fig. Synecdoche. Note the “covenant of circumcision” (Acts 7:8) that was given to Abraham. Here also the covenant token is put for the covenant itself.
4. 
Mosaic: covenant of bread is part of the covenant of the sabbath
5. 
Mosaic: covenant of driving out the Canaanite is part of both Mosaic and Abrahamic covenants. 
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Christologic: end-time (sunteleia) period – signs of prophetic vision. 
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1.  No. of Covenants: perhaps Adamic-1 and Adamic-2 are two phases of one 



covenant; perhaps also the post-Millennial “new heavens and new earth” 



should be considered separate from the Millennial Covenant.  An accurate 



count of them is difficult because of their inter-relatedness. 


2.  Sacrifice of Christ: see Heb.9:11-14 
Lesson 3:
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1. Millennial expectation: lion laying down with the lamb and eating straw like 

the ox. 
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1. 
Material Creation is tested or proven, before God transforms it into the perfect place He has always intended for it to be.
2. Forty (40) is also the number of testing and probation. 
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1. 
Lights in the firmament – Gen.1:14


2. 
Man’s dominion – Gen.1:26
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1. 
a) Fill the earth, b) All things for food, c) Eat no flesh with blood, d) Capital punishment for murder
2. 
Abstain from: a) food offered to idols, b) sexual immorality, c) meat from strangled animals, d) bloody meat
3. 
Four Gospels sum up the life and ministry of Christ to the flock of Israel. 
4. 
Day of the Lord – one of seven such expressions in Revelation.  Three similar expressions in Gen.10. 
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1. 
Satan’s brief biography in Eze.28 includes that he “was in Eden the garden of God” before his fall.
2. 
Adam’s post-Fall commandments: a) multiply and fill the earth, b) sacrifice animals to the Lord. Possibly also the allowance of every herb for his food (Gen.1:29). 
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1. 
Second irruption: “and also after that” (Gen.6:4); Og of Bashan, Goliath and 


the Anakim .
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1. 
Earthly sphere includes firmament, where New Jerusalem makes its home.
2. 
That aspect is closed to us today – see Phi.3:18-20. 
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1.  Also the simplest principle of interpretation, taking words in their most 


obvious meaning, while allowing for the figures of speech common to 



Eastern languages. 
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