
The Wisdom of Proverbs: a Topical Index

I. Wisdom, Divine and Human

a. Wisdom in General:


b. Wisdom Personified:

c. Divine Wisdom


1. The Lord's Omniscience, Omnipotence:


a) God's Providence and Our Plans:

2. The Lord's Creative Power:

3. The Lord's Hidden Counsel:

4. The Lord's Protection:

5. The Lord’s Blessing:

6. The Lord's Use of Wisdom:

7. The Lord's Gift of Wisdom:

d. Human Wisdom
1. Universal Access to Wisdom:

2. Universal Appeal of Wisdom:

3. Humility and Wisdom (or Fear of the Lord):

4. Acquiring Wisdom Through Discipline, Correction:

5. Exhortation to Wisdom:

6. Teaching Wisdom:

7. Inquiring Minds:



a)
Willingness to Hear Wise/Righteous Counsel:



b)
Willingness to Hear Reproof:

e. Wisdom with God as Its Object
1. The Lord's Discipline:

2. Honor from the Lord:

3. Wisdom (or Fear of the Lord) and Honor or Favor:

4. Exhortation to Fear the Lord:

5. Fear of/Trust in the Lord & Wisdom:

6. Knowledge of God:

7. God’s Word Tested:

f. Wisdom with Man as Its Object
1. The Limits of Human Wisdom:

2. Gain or Worth of Wisdom (or Fear of the Lord):

3. Wisdom's Companions - Prudence, Knowledge, Discernment, Truth, Discretion, Understanding, Counsel, Reproof, Righteousness, Integrity, Justice, Humility, Fear of the Lord, Kindness, Grace, Peace, Pleasantness, Honor, Stability, Power, Life, Glory, Joy, Happiness:

4. Wisdom as an Adornment:

5. Knowledge of Men:

6. Self-Knowledge:

7. Self-Esteem:

8. Self-Restraint:

9. Wisdom vs. Folly/Scoffing:

10. Wisdom & the Scoffer:

11. Wisdom and Might:

12. Wisdom and Shame/Disgrace:

13. Ability to Persuade with Wise Counsel:

14. The Hearts of Men Tested:

15. Wisdom and Righteousness:

16. Wisdom and Justice:

17. Wisdom's Protection Against Evil or Disaster


1)
In General: 


2)
The Adulteress or Harlot: 

3) Adultery and Enraged Husbands:

4) The Wise Receive Life, Rescue, Health, Security, Confidence, Honor, Joy, Prosperity, Peace:

5)
Success and Failure and the Role of Counselors: 

6)
Fear of (or Trust in) the Lord and Life, Health, Security, Happiness: 

7) Rulers:

8) Appeasement of Wrath:

9) Concealment of Dishonor:

10)  Waging War:

18. Labor and Livelihood


1)
Labor Saving Methods and Their "Costs":


2)
Diligence vs. Pursuit of Folly: 

3) Diligence vs. Laziness: 

4) Diligence in Thought:

5) Talk Is Cheap:

6) Excuses of the Lazy:

7) The Lazy or Wastrels Serve the Diligent:

8) Disagreeableness of Lazy Service:

9) Disagreeableness of a Lazy Life:

10) Diligence vs. Hunger:

11) Diligence and Its Reward:


12) Honest Poverty:

13) Wisdom in Practical Matters:

14) Wisdom (or Fear of the Lord) and Wealth:

15) Wealth and Inheritance:

16) Sudden Wealth:

17) Wealth from Above:

18) Laziness and Poverty:

19) Laziness and Hunger:

20) Laziness and Sleep:

21) Laziness  and Self-Justification:

22) Laziness vs. Righteousness:

23) Wealth vs. Poverty:

24) Sufficiency vs. Poverty:


25) Plenty vs. Parsimony:

26) Confiscation of Wealth:

27) Confiscation of the Wealth of Sinners:

28) Lack of Discipline and Poverty:

29) Lack of Discretion and Poverty:

30) Envy and Its Corrupting Influence:

31) Poverty Feeding on Poverty:

32) Stealing Out of Need and Its Effects:

33) Stealing out of Greed and Its Effects:

34) Overabundance and Its Effects:

35) Frugality:

36) Diligence to Preserve One's Assets:

37) Sharing One’s Assets:

38) Wasting One's Assets:

39) Pledging One’s Assets:

40) Hiring a Fool or a Passer-by:

41) Transitoriness of Material Wealth and Station:

42) Skill or Strength in One's Labor:

43) Planning an Enterprise:

44) Prioritizing One's Labors:

45) Differing Labors for Different Times:

19. Traits of a Fool

1) A Sinner Lacking Uprightness: 

2) Naive, Lacking Knowledge or Sense: 

3) Youthful Naivete:

4) Lacking Discretion:

5) Lacking Understanding:

6) Repeating His Folly:

7) Inducing Others to Folly:


8) Inciting Strife and Riotous Behavior:

9) Mocking the Sins of Others:

10) Slandering Others:

11) Abhorring Good:

12) Despising Wisdom:

13) Ignoring or Neglecting Wisdom:

14) Spurning Counsel or Reproof:

15) Rejoicing in Folly:

16) Loving Stupidity or Hating Knowledge:

17) A Scoffer:

18) Having a Perverse Mind:

19) Unable to be Separated from His Folly:

20) Proud, Unwilling to Receive Wise Counsel:

21) Undisciplined, Unwilling to Receive Discipline:

22) Unable to Discern Wisdom:

23) Considering Himself Wise:

24) Self-Exaltation:

25) Self-Absorption:

26) Self-Deception:

27) Credulity:

28) Unable to Suppress Wisdom:

29) Unable to Restrain Emotion or Speech:

30) Hasty in Judgment:

31) Quick Tempered:


32) Meddling:

33) Quarrelsome:

34) The Rewards of Folly:

35) Punishment or Destruction of a Fool:

36) Given to Wantonness and Destruction:

37) A Danger to Others:

38) Unwilling or Unable to Recognize Danger, Reckless:

39) Dissipating the Gifts of Wisdom:

40) Making a Show of Knowledge:

41) Dissembling:

42) Displaying Dishonor:

43) Trusting in Martial Power:

44) At War with the Lord:

45) Seeking What He Does Not Understand:

46) Subordinated to the Wise:

47) Not Fit to Rule:

48) Not Fit to Receive Honor:

49) Undeserving of Wealth:

50) Bringing Shame upon (or Disappointment to) His Parents:

51) Despising His Parents:

52) Inadvertently Teaching the Wise:

53) A Provocation to Others:

54) Disciplining Folly:


20. Personal Traits or Behavior

1) Attending to the Word of God or Wise Instruction:

2) Adherence to (or Turning Away from) the Law:

3) Love of Wisdom:

4) Love of Justice:

5) Love of Discipline:

6) Responsiveness to Discipline:

7) Neglect of Discipline:

8) Aptness to Teach:

9) Trusting the Lord:

10) Fear of the Lord:

11) Fear of the Elements:

12) Fear of Self, Conscience:

13) Fear of Man:

14) Trusting Men:

15) Courage:

16) Cheerfulness:

17) Gregariousness:

18) Hope:

19) Optimism:

20) Encouragement:

21) Ignorance:

22) Truthfulness:

23) Truth Seeking:

24) Fault Finding:

25) Integrity:

26) Trustworthiness and Accountability:

27) Skepticism:

28) Persuasiveness:

29) Mendacity:

30) Hypocrisy:

31) A Busybody:

32) Pretentiousness:

33) Dissembling:

34) Flattery:

35) Ingratiation:

36) Shameful Behavior:

37) Rebuke:

38) Humility vs. Pride or Boastfulness:

39) Humility & Honor:

40) Graciousness and Honor:

41) A Good Reputation:

42) Righteousness and Honor:

43) Wickedness and Dishonor:


44) Scoffing and Dishonor:

45) Pride and Dishonor:

46) Arrogance:

47) Self-Esteem:

48) Self-Loathing:

49) Boastfulness and Self-Aggrandizement:

50) Presumption about the Future:

51) Purity of Motive:    

52) Purity of Heart:

53) Purity of Deeds:

54) Love of Justice:

55) Peacemaking and Appeasement:

56) Reflection and Introspection:

57) Forgetfulness:

58) Caution:

59) Forbearance:

60) Inner Strength:

61) Hidden Things of the Heart:

62) Dignity:

63) Desire for a Good Reputation:

64) Having a Bad Reputation:

65) Love:

66) Concealed Love:

67) Mercy:

68) Kindness, Good Will:

69) Solicitude:

70) Gratitude:


71) Forgiveness:

72) Loyalty:

73) Faithfulness:

74) Living in Bad Faith:

75) Betraying Confidences:

76) Disloyalty:

77) Hatred:

78) Treachery:

79) Vengeance:

80) Cruelty:

81) Anger, Indignation:

82) Malice:

83) Slander and Stirring up Strife:

84) Contentiousness:

85) Shunning Strife:

86) Generosity and Stinginess (or Selfishness):

87) Competitiveness:

88) Envy:

89) Jealousy:

90) Seeking Favor:

91) Favoritism:

92) The Deception of Wealth:

93) Trusting in the False Security of Wealth:


94) Trusting in the False Security of Martial Fortifications:

95) Deceived by Ill-Gotten Gains:

96) Gluttony & Greed:

97) Gluttony vs. Hunger:

98) Intoxication:

99) Love of Pleasure:

100) Lust:

101) Rapacity:

102) Satisfaction and Satisfied Longing:

103) Contentment:

104) Dissatisfaction and Unsatisfied Longing:

105) Bitterness:

106) Joy and Grief (or Sadness):

107) Joy in Wisdom:

108) Joy in Righteousness:

109) Joy, Grief and Health:

110) Anxiety vs. Gladness:

111) Regret:

112) Slow to Anger vs. Ill Temper:

113) Assuaging Anger:

114) Implacability:

115) Anger:

116) Wantonness and Destruction:

117) Tranquility vs. Passion:

118) Perverse Heart or Mind:

119) Impetuosity:

120) Self-Restraint, Prudence, Discretion, or Self-Discipline:

121) Agnosticism:

122) Hardened Heart:

123) Stubbornness, Willfulness and Rebellion:

124) Extreme Individualism and Misanthropy:

125) Love of Wickedness:

126) Audacious Evildoing:

127) Wanderlust:

128) Instability:

129) Melancholy and Despair:

130) Inscrutability of Kings:

131) Repentance & Confession:

132) Naivete vs. Discretion:

133) Physical Strength:

134) Physical Beauty:

135) Charm:

136) Youthful Vigor:

137) Maturity: 

II.
Righteousness and Evil

a. The Divine View of Righteousness and Evil
1. The Lord's Relation to the Righteous & Wicked: 

2. The Lord's Favor:

3. The Lord's Discipline:

4. Fear of the Lord and Righteousness:

b. The Conflict or Contrast Between Righteousness and Evil
1. Uprightness vs. Evil:

2. Righteous and Evil Rulers: 

3. Dominance of Good (or God) over Evil:

4. Dominance of Evil over Good:

5. Desires of Good & Evil Men:

6. Kindness and Cruelty:

c. Path of Righteousness:

1. Exhortation to Righteousness:

2. Righteous Desire to Convert the Wicked:

d. Path of Sin & Violence:

1. The Lure of Sin and Sinners:

2. The Trap of Sin:

3. The Deception of Sin:

4. Perverting the Word of God:

5. Inability of Sin to Satisfy:

6. Consent to Sin:

7. Avoidance of Sin:

8. Exhortation to Avoid Sin:

9. Universality of Sin:

10. Confession of Sins: 

11. Self-justification, Self-righteousness:

12. Self-deception:

13. Self-satisfaction:

14. Bad Temper as a Prelude to Sin:

15. Unrestrained Speech as a Prelude to Sin:

16. Wicked Thoughts, Plans or Counsels:

17. Wicked Desire to Make Others Wicked:

18. Wicked Desire to Follow the Wicked:

e. Reward and Punishment
19. The Righteous Receive Life, Health, Security, Confidence, Joy, Prosperity:

20. Deliverance from Evil or Harm:

21. Blessing of the Righteous and Curse of the Wicked:

22. Rewards of Good & Evil:

23. Punishment of the Righteous vs. the Wicked:

24. The Wicked Go Undetected:

25. The Wicked Go Unpunished:

26. Punishment of the Wicked & the Proud:

27. Self-destruction of the Wicked & the Violent:

28. Efficacy of Corporal Punishment:

29. Rewards of Discipline:

30. The Need for Stern Discipline:

31. Self-discipline:

32. Exaltation vs. Disgrace of Nations:

f. Obedience to the Law
1. In General: 

2. The Spirit of the Law: 

3. Internalizing the Spirit of the Law: 

4. Love and Hate

5. External Evidence of Keeping the Law:

6. Revenge:

7. Atoning for Evil:

8. Casting the Lot:

9. Payment of Tithes, Firstfruits, Offerings & Vows:

10. Dividing an Inheritance:


11. Payment of Debts (or what is rightfully due):

12. Pledges:

13. Oaths:

14. Covetousness, Theft and Taking Bribes:

15. Honest and Dishonest Trade:

16. Restitution for Theft:

17. Usury:

18. Sacrifices & Prayers:

19. The Sacrifices of the Righteous:

20. Bearing Witness and Speaking Righteousness:

21. Lying:

22. Perverting Justice:

23. Honoring and Obeying Parents:

24. Murder:

25. Honoring the Marriage Covenant:

26. Adultery, Sexual Immorality:

27. Charity and Giving Alms:

28. Keeping Separate from Foreigners:

29. Forsaking the Law:

30. Possessing the Land Conditional upon Keeping the Law:

31. Rewards of Keeping the Law on Succeeding Generations:

32. Ritual Purity: 

III.
Relationships with Others
a. Relations with the Lord
1. In General:

2. Trusting, Fearing or Honoring the Lord:

3. Useful to the Lord:

4. Denying or Despising the Lord:

5. Fighting Against the Lord:

6. The Lord's Favor:

7. The Lord's Disfavor:

8. The Lord's Justice:

9. The Lord’s Influence:

10. The Lord's Discipline:

11. Doing Things as unto the Lord:

b. Relations with Anyone
1. Altruism:

2. Selfishness:

3. Love vs. Hatred:

4. Esteem:

5. The Need for Others:

6. Popularity:

7. Overtures of Love:

8. Concealed Love:

9. Concealed Hate:

10. Concealed Bitterness or Joy:


11. Anger:


12. Kindness:

13. Teaching Wisdom, Kindness:

14. Forgiveness:

15. Rebuke and Reproach:

16. Compassion vs. Cruelty:

17. Tranquility vs. Passion/Strife:

18. Strife and Contention:

19. Graciousness and Honor:

20. Assuaging Anger:

21. Meddling:

22. Rivalry:

23. Jealousy:

24. Treachery and Feigned Friendship:

25. Fear of Man:

26. Effect of Rebukes:

27. Effect of Flattery:

28. Effect of Praise:

29. Effect of Good Associations:

30. Effect of Evil Associations:

31. Ability to Influence:

32. Openness to Influences:

33. Pretenses of Wealth and Poverty:

34. Loyalty, Trustworthiness:

35. Comforting the Troubled:

36. Alleviating Anguish and Pain:

c.
Relations Within the Family in General
1. In Praise of Building a Family:

2. Causing Strife Within One's House:

d.
Relations with Spouses or Those of the Opposite Sex
1. Mysteries of Romantic Love:

2. Faithfulness to One's Spouse:

3. Praise from One's Spouse:

4. The Adulteress/Harlot:

5. The Allure of Physical Beauty:

6. The Adulterous Husband:

7. Wives as Adornments/Blessings to their Husbands:

8. Wives as Builders or Destroyers of Their Households:

9. Contentious Wives:

e.
Relations Between Parents & Children
1. In General:

2. Love and Hate:

3. Parental Care:

4. Parental Discipline:

5. Parental Instruction:

6. Deeds of the Parents Visited Upon the Children:

7. Deeds of the Children Visited Upon the Parents:

8. Filial Respect:

9. Filial Disrespect:

10. Rewards of Family:

11. Leaving an Inheritance:

12. Receiving an Inheritance:

13. Sonship Applied to Others:

f.
Relations Between Brothers
1. Sibling Rivalry:

2. Sibling Love:

3. Sibling Hate:

g. Relations with Friends and Enemies
1. Friendship & False Friends:

2. The End of Friendship:

3. Advice from a Friend:

4. Dependability of Friends:

5. Friendship of Kings:

6. Pacified Enemies:

7. Defeated Enemies:

8. Good Will Toward Enemies:

h.
Relations Between Neighbors
1. Seeking Help from Neighbors:

2. Offering Help to Neighbors:

3. Resolving Disputes:

4. Wearing Out One’s Welcome:

5. Deceiving Neighbors:

6. Plotting Evil Against Neighbors:

7. Hating One's Neighbor:

8. Destroying One's Neighbor:

9. Adultery and the Enraged Husband:

10. Setting an Example for Good or Evil:

11. Showing Off Before a Neighbor:

i.
Relations Within the Community/Nation
1. Wise Counsel and Its Effect on Nations:

2. Wisdom’s Effect on Nations:

3. Justice’s Effect on Nations:

4. Wisdom in Warfare:

5. Acceptance of Good or Evil:

6. Shame and Honor:

7. A Good or Bad Reputation:

8. Counseling Rulers:

9. Wicked, Untrustworthy Counselors:

10. Good & Bad Leaders:

11. Responsibility Towards One's Superiors:

12. Rejecting the Discipline of Superiors:

13. Regal Succession:

14. Respect for the King:

15. The King as God’s Representative:

16. The King as Role Model:

17. The People's Support of Their King:

18. A Large Population as a King's Blessing:

19. A King's Administrative Abilities:

20. A King's Judgment/Justice:

21. Deterioration of Regal Temperament:

22. A King's Favor and Disfavor:

23. Good and Bad Service to the King:

24. Access to Those in High Places:

25. Envy of Those in High Places:

26. Exaltation vs. Disgrace of a City/Nation:

27. Confessing vs. Concealing Sins:

28. Shaming the Lazy:

29. Punishing Scoffers and Fools:

30. Maintaining Justice:


31. Justice & the Sifting of Evidence:

32. Perverting 

33. Justice & Revenge:

34. Riots: Their Cause and Prevention:

35. Good Tidings from Afar:

j.
Relations with the Poor
1. Ignoring the Poor:

2. Hating the Poor:

3. Mocking the Poor:

4. Generosity and Charity:

5. The Hapless, Helpless Poor:

6. Oppressing the Poor:

7. The Poor Oppressing the Poor:

8. The Poor Subordinated to the Rich:

9. Widows & Orphans:

10. Defending the Poor, the Afflicted:

11. Recognizing a Common Bond with the Poor:

k.
Relations with the Rich
1. Loving the Rich:

2. Ingratiating Oneself with the Rich:

3. Seeking the Favor of a Generous Man:

4. Giving to the Rich:

5. Envying the Rich:

6. Shunning the Selfish:

7. Recognizing the Conceit of the Rich:


l.
Relations Between Master and Slave (or Employer and Employee)
1. In General:

2. Compulsion:

3. Oppression:

4. Dealing with a Servant as a Son:

5. Faithful, Honorable Service:

m.
Communication with Others
1. Effect or Consequences of Words:

2. Lying, Slanderous, Deceitful, Boastful, Rash & Perverse Speech:

3. Mocking, Scoffing, Boisterous, Raging, Insulting Speech:

4. Evildoers Speak the Same Language:

5. Restraint of Speech (or Lack of it):

6. Restraint of Speech vs. Gossip:

7. Revealing Secrets:

8. Keeping Silent:

9. Truthfulness:

10. Didactic Words:

11. Corrective Words:

12. Counsel:

13. Wise Words:

14. Wise vs. Foolish Words:

15. Righteous vs. Wicked Words:

16. Gentle/Gracious vs. Harsh, Imprecatory, Threatening 

17. Rejoicing Words:

18. Comforting Words:

19. Satisfying Words:

20. Persuasive Words:

21. Plausible Words:

22. Importuning Words:

23. Prayerful Words:

24. Flattering Words:

25. Enticing Words:

26. Laudatory Speech:

27. Judgmental, Reproachful Speech:

28. Correcting with a Rebuke, or Reproach:

29. A Curse Without Cause:

30. Correcting a Wise Man vs. a Scoffer/Fool/Irate One:

n.
Relations with a Fool
1. Associating with a Fool:

2. Listening to a Fool:

3. Being Heard by a Fool:

4. Honoring a Fool:

5. Employing a Fool:

6. Disciplining a Fool:

7. Instructing the Naive:

8. Being Instructed by the Naïve:

9. Answering a Fool:

10. Contending with a Fool:

11. Provoked by a Fool:

12. Shunning a Fool:

o.
Relations with the Upright and the Wicked
1. Attitude Toward Sinners/Sin:

2. Leading the Wicked to Righteousness:

3. Led Astray by the Wicked:

4. In League with the Wicked:

5. Punishing Evildoers:

6. Forgiving the Wicked:

7. Reproving the Upright and the Wicked:

8. Giving Way before the Wicked:

9. Envying the Wicked:

10. Associating with or Shunning the Wicked:

11. Provoked by the Wicked:

12. Favor on the Righteous, Disfavor on the Wicked:

13. The Upright Prevail Against the Wicked:

14. Favoring the Wicked, Disfavoring the Righteous:

p.
Concerning Honesty
1. Bargaining in Good Faith:

2. Honest vs. Dishonest Trade:

3. Withholding Grain from the Marketplace:

4. Payment of Debts:

5. Pledges, Loans & Usury:

6. Bribery, Embezzlement and Extortion:

7. Usury:

8. Stealing and Robbery:

9. Stealing an Inheritance:

10. Bearing Witness:
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