Abundance in the NT

Primary physical blessing:  Healing (Mat.4:23-24, et al.)
Mat.6:24-34  No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.  25 " Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing?  26 "Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  27 "Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?  28 "So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin;  29 "and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.  30 "Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?  31 "Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'  32 "For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  33 "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.  34 "Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.   {this is a sufficiency gospel – not a prosperity gospel}  also Luk.12:22-31
Mat.7:7-11  Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  8 "For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.  9 "Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?  10 "Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent?  11 "If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!  also Luk.11:9-13
Mat.10:9-10  Provide neither gold nor silver nor copper in your money belts,  10 "nor bag for your journey, nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor staffs; for a worker is worthy of his food.  {specific to the “wage” of an evangelist} also Lk.9:3; 10:4-8
Mat.11:5  The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them.   {certainly not the “prosperity gospel”}
Mat.13:11-12  He answered and said to them, "Because it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given.  12 "For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him.   {abundance of knowing}
Mat.13:22  Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deception of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful.   {physical wealth called “the deception of riches”}
Mat.16:24-27   Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.  25 "For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.  26 "For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?  27 "For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.   {self-denial is the path to gain His reward} also Lk.9:23-25
Mat.18:18-19  Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  19 "Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven.  {context of resolving disputes with brothers}
Mat.19:21-30  Jesus said to him, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me."  22 But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.  23 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "Amen, I say to you that it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  24 "And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."  25 When His disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying, "Who then can be saved?"  26 But Jesus looked at them and said to them, "With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible."  27 Then Peter answered and said to Him, "See, we have left all and followed You. Therefore what shall we have?"  28 So Jesus said to them, "Amen, I say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory (same Gk. in 25:31, His Parousia throne), you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  29 "And everyone who left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, because of My name, will receive a hundredfold, and will inherit aionian life.  30 "But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”  {He did not say a hundredfold of what – will a man even need conventional wealth who has inherited/entered aionian life? How would you even compare riches on earth with treasures in heaven?}   also Luk.12:33-34; 18:22-30
variant in Mark 10:29-31  So Jesus answered and said, "Amen, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel's,  30 "who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this season -- houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions -- and in the age which is coming, aionian life.  31 "But many who are first will be last, and the last first."   {In this expanded version, it is “now in this season” in which the hundredfold reward includes “houses” and “lands”. Did the Apostles get rich off the gospel? I believe that Acts 4:34-35 is an example of fulfilling this promise. In this distribution scheme, no one lacked anything.}
variant in Luke 18:29-30  So He said to them, "Amen, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or parents or brothers or wife or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God,  30 "who may not receive back many times more in this season, and in the age which is coming, aionian life."
Mat.21:21-22  So Jesus answered and said to them, "Amen, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, 'Be removed and be cast into the sea,' it will be done.  22 "And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive."   {although this seems open-ended, it was spoken in the context of Jesus being hungry, i.e., a basic need}
Mat.25:28-29  Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents.  29 'For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away.  {the “talent” is parabolic – the Lord’s intent was for His servants to remain productive until His coming – then they will have those treasures in heaven}
Mark 4:24-25  Then He said to them, "Take heed what you hear. With the same measure you use, it will be measured to you; and to you who hear, more will be given.  25 "For whoever has, to him more will be given; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him."   {what will be given is more to hear}
Mark 16:17-18  "And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues;  18 "they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover."   {only the signs were to follow; no earthly rewards other than healing the sick}
Luke 5:5-10  But Simon answered and said to Him, "Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net."  6 And when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking.  7 So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink.  8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!"  9 For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which they had taken;  10 and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid. From now on you will catch men."   {the point of this sign was that with Jesus’ help they would make an astonishing catch of men}
Luke 6:20-25  Then He lifted up His eyes toward His disciples, and said: "Blessed are you poor, For yours is the kingdom of God.  21 Blessed are you who hunger now, For you shall be filled. Blessed are you who weep now, For you shall laugh.  22 Blessed are you when men hate you, And when they exclude you, And revile you, and cast out your name as evil, For the Son of Man's sake.  23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For indeed your reward is great in heaven, For in like manner their fathers did to the prophets.  24 " But woe to you who are rich, For you have received your consolation.  25 Woe to you who are full, For you shall hunger. Woe to you who laugh now, For you shall mourn and weep.   {to “be full” does not necessarily imply abounding plenty, and riches here are termed a “woe”}
Luke 6:27-31   But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,  28 "bless those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you.  29 "To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other also. And from him who takes away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either.  30 "Give to everyone who asks of you. And from him who takes away your goods do not ask them back.  31 "And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise.   {anyone practicing this might easily be rendered a pauper, not rich}
Luke 6:38  "Give, and there will be given to you a good measure, pressed down (hapax), shaken, running over (hapax) - they will give into your bosom. For with what measure you measure, it will be measured back to you."   {The “they”, who will give, must be the enemies they are to love. The context would allow for physical blessings, but is not limited to that, because the context includes mercy, kindness, doing good and forgiveness.} Part of the context follows – ‘heart treasure’:
Luke 6:45  "A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.
Luke 8:17-18  "For nothing is secret that will not be revealed, nor anything hidden that will not be known and come to light.  18 "Therefore take heed how you hear. For whoever has, to him more will be given; and whoever does not have, even what he seems to have will be taken from him."   {the topic is understanding “the light” – this is what will be given}
Luke 12:13-15  Then one from the crowd said to Him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me."  14 But He said to him, "Man, who made Me a judge or an arbitrator over you?"  15 And He said to them, "Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses."   {this was anti-abundance, and not anti-poverty teaching} the lesson continued:
Luke 12:16-23  Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: "The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully.  17 "And he thought within himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?'  18 "So he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods.  19 'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry." '  20 "But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?'  21 "So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God."  22 Then He said to His disciples, "Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; nor about the body, what you will put on.  23 "Life is more than food, and the body is more than clothing.”   {being “rich toward God” is the only prosperity gospel I can find}
Luke 14:12-14  Then He also said to him who invited Him, "When you give a dinner or a supper, do not ask your friends, your brothers, your relatives, nor rich neighbors, lest they also invite you back, and you be repaid.  13 "But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind.  14 "And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just."   {the preceding context was His parable on choosing seats of honor at a feast, so it is the honor of being part of “the resurrection of the just” that will be their reward}
Luke 14:26-27, 33  If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.  27 "And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. …  So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.   {more of the gospel of self-denial}
Luke 16:11-14  "Therefore if you have not become faithful in the unjust mammon, who will entrust to you the true riches?  12 "And if you have not been faithful in what is another man's, who will give you what is your own?  13 "No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon."  14 Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, also heard all these things, and they derided Him.   {this was Jesus’ teaching conclusion to His Parable of the Embezzling Steward} {NOTE on “mammon”: Thayer (p.388) says  of mamōnas, “to be derived apparently from âman, hence what is trusted in”}
Luke 22:35-36  And He said to them, "When I sent you without money bag, knapsack, and sandals, did you lack anything?" So they said, "Nothing."  36 Then He said to them, "But now, he who has a money bag, let him take it, and likewise a knapsack; and he who has no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one.   {This reference to His earlier instruction not to fret over their livelihood has reversed that direction. Because a sword was added to the list, they were to expect hardship instead of sufficiency}
John 6:26-27  Jesus answered them and said, "Most assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you saw the signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled.  27 "Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to aionian life, which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His seal on Him."   {The emphasis in John’s Gospel is on the spiritual. Spiritual worship in Joh.4:21-24, and spiritual food here. In this context, He went on to say, “I am the bread of life” – Joh.6:35}
John 15:7-8  If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.  8 "By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.    John 15:16  "You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.   John 15:19  If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.   {doesn’t the context here exclude asking for worldly things, like riches?}  also in the context:  John 16:33  "These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world."   {Jesus called them to a service of tribulation and testing – not ease and comfort}
Acts 2:44-46  Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common,  45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.  46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart,   {they seemed bent on poverty, not abundance} also: Acts 4:32  Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common.
Acts 3:6  Then Peter said, "Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk."   {Peter had the keys of the kingdom, but he was poor at this point}
Acts 8:20  But Peter said to him, "Your money perish with you, because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased with money!  {the gifts of God were not money or goods, and to try to purchase God’s gift with such things was a great insult to God}
Acts 9:31  Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied.   {being fruitful and multiplying took on a spiritual character during Acts period} also: 12:24 But the word of God increased and multiplied.

Acts 14:17   "Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness."   {this was the everyday abundance that God had been bestowing, even on the pagans}
Acts 20:35   "I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.' "   {actively seeking the abundance promised by Lev.26 and Deu.28 was contrary to the Lord’s teaching}
Rom.2:4  Or do you despise the riches of His kindness, tolerance, and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?   {God’s riches are not man’s riches}
Rom.11:12 and if the fall of them is the riches of a world, and the diminution of them the riches of nations, how much more the fullness of them?   {v.11 “by their fall the salvation to the nations”; so riches here is salvation}
Rom.14:16-17  Therefore do not let your good be spoken of as evil;  17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in holy spirit.   {although there will be eating and drinking in it – see Mat.8:1; 26:29; Mar.14:25; Luk.14:15; 22:18, 30}
Rom.15:27  It pleased them indeed, and they are their debtors. For if the nations have been partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister to them in the fleshly things.  {Paul here spoke of his relief fund for the poor in Judea}
1 Cor.1:4-5  I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given to you by Christ Jesus,  5 that you were enriched in everything by Him in all utterance and all knowledge, … v.7 so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the revelation (apokalupsis) of our Lord Jesus Christ  {“enriched” in His grace, endowed with “all utterance and all knowledge”}
1 Cor.2:12-13  Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.  13 These things we also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.   {spiritual gifts}
1 Cor.3:6-7  I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.  7 So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.   {spiritual growth}
1 Cor.3:21-23  Therefore let no one boast in men. For all things are yours:  22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas, or the world or life or death, or things present or things to come -- all are yours.  23 And you are Christ's, and Christ is God's.   {on the face of it “all things” must be limited to things of God that He wishes men to have – else we would be putting our boast in men}
1 Cor.4:7-8   For who makes you differ from another? And what do you have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?  8 You are already full! You are already rich! You have reigned as kings without us -- and indeed I could wish you did reign, that we also might reign with you!   {“riches” received from God}
1 Cor.7:31 (YLT) and those using this world, as not using it up; for passing away is the fashion of this world.   {see comment at 1 Jn.2:15-17 below}
1 Cor.9:11-12  If we have sown spiritual things for you, is it a great thing if we reap your fleshly things?  12 If others are partakers of this right over you, are we not even more? Nevertheless we have not used this right, but endure all things lest we hinder the gospel of Christ.   {Paul & Barnabas did not reap their “fleshly things”}
2 Cor.1:20-22  For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.  21 Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God,  22 who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.   {spiritual gifts}
2 Cor.4:6-7  For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us.   {knowledge is treasure, is power}
2 Cor.4:16-18  Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day.  17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and aionian weight of glory,  18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are aionian.   {renewal in the inward man; weight of glory; the unseen and aionian}
2 Cor.5:4-5  For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life.  5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.   {spiritual life now – resurrection life later}
2 Cor.5:17   Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, it has become new.   {and this would be a spiritual creation}
2 Cor.6:10  as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.   {i.e., all spiritual gifts}
2 Cor.8:2 because in much trial of tribulation the abundance of their joy, and their deep poverty, did abound to the riches of their generosity   {from their poverty they made a generous gift to Paul}
2 Cor.8:6-7  So we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also complete this grace in you as well.  7 But as you abound in everything -- in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and in your love for us -- see that you abound in this grace also.   {spiritual abundances}

2 Cor.8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.   {His riches were the glory He laid aside to become Man. Their riches in Him would be spiritual}
2 Cor.9:8  And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.   {the sufficiency would be fleshly, while the abundance is spiritual}
2 Cor.9:10-13  Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness,  11 while you are enriched in everything for all liberality, which causes thanksgiving through us to God.  12 For the administration of this service not only supplies the needs of the saints, but also is abounding through many thanksgivings to God,  13 while, through the proof of this ministry, they glorify God for the obedience of your confession to the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal sharing with them and all.   {the supply/need/ sharing would be fleshly, the increase/thanksgiving/glorification is spiritual}
Gal.2:10  They desired only that we should remember the poor, the very thing which I also was eager to do.   {“ always you have the poor with you” – Mat.26:11}

Eph.1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,   {blessings in the current dispensation mostly spiritual}

1 Thes.3:12  And may the Lord make you increase and abound in the love to one another and to all, just as we do to you,   {and the greatest of these is love}
1 Thes.4:1 As to the rest, then, brothers, we request you, and call upon you in the Lord Jesus, as you received from us how it behooves you to walk and to please God, that you may abound the more,   {rich in practices that please God}
1 Thes.4:9-12  But concerning brotherly love you have no need that I should write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another;  10 and indeed you do so toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, that you increase more and more;  11 that you also aspire to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you,  12 that you may walk properly toward those who are outside, and that you may lack nothing.   {bodily need supplied by work, rich in love}
2 Thes.1:3  We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other,   {their riches: growing faith, abounding love}
2 Thes.3:10  For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat.   {there was no miracle of multiplication of loaves during Acts}
Heb.10:34-35  for you had compassion on me in my chains, and joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better and an enduring possession for yourselves in heaven.  35 Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward.   {plunder of their earthly possessions, in order to gain a heavenly one}
Heb.13:5  Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you.   {at least during Acts there was no expectation of earthly abundance}
Jam.1:9-11  Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation,  10 but the rich in his humiliation, because as a flower of the field he will pass away.  11 For no sooner has the sun risen with a burning heat than it withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beautiful appearance perishes. So the rich man also will fade away in his pursuits.   {the rich of that age were to seek humility}
Jam.4:2-3  You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask.  3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures.   {reminds of the Parable of the Complacent Rich Man}
Jam.4:13-16  Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit";  14 whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.  15 Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that."  16 But now you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil.   {so it was possible, by effort, to increase one’s abundance during Acts, but it was to be done with humility}
Jam.5:1-5  Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you!  2 Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten.  3 Your gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have heaped up treasure in the last days.  4 Indeed the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out; and the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.  5 You have lived on the earth in pleasure and luxury; you have fattened your hearts as in a day of slaughter.   {this addresses the fraudulent rich}
1 Pet.1:4  to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,   {either the New Jerusalem, or spiritual inheritance reserved there}
1 Pet.1:7 the testing of your faith, a testing more precious than gold which is perishing, and being tested by fire, may be found for praise and glory and honor at the Apocalypse of Jesus Christ.   {no physical benefits}
1 Pet.1:10-11  Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that would come to you,  11 searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.   {NT “glories” vs. OT bounties as belonging to salvation}
1 Pet.1:18-19  knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers,  19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.   {fleshly man sees gold and silver as having enduring value – Scripture labels them “corruptible”}
1 Pet.2:24  who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness -- by whose stripes you were healed.   {this is the healing that some OT prophecies were looking for}
1 Pet.3:3-4  Do not let your adornment be merely outward -- arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel --  4 rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God.   {again a comparison between the corruptible and the spiritual}
1 Pet.5:4  and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of the glory.   {implies there is also a fading crown}
1 Pet.5:10  But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.   {spiritual growth goals in the present}
2 Pet.1:2-4  Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord,  3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,  4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of divine nature, having fled from the corruption that is in the world through lust.   {“sharers of divine nature can” only be spiritual in nature}
2 Pet.1:5-9  But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge,  6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance piety,  7 to piety brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.  8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins.   {all spiritual qualities}
1 John 2:15-17   Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  16 For all that is in the world -- the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life -- is not of the Father but is of the world.  17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.   {perhaps this is not abnegation of physical abundance itself, but a putting away of the manner in which men have always sought such abundance} and see 1 Cor.7:31 above
1 John 2:25  And this is the promise that He has promised us -- aionian life.   {the promise of aionian life is prominent in Acts period exhortation – what will constitute life during the Aiōn to come?} also 1 Jn.5:11, 20
1 John 3:2  Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet appeared what we shall be, but we know that when He appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.   {being like the Saviour would be the ultimate gift}
1 John 3:17  But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?   {physical abundance belonged to the few during Acts}
1 John 3:22  And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.   {not open-ended – one could easily ask too much}
1 John 5:14-15  Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.   {this puts the bounds around 3:22 – “according to His will”}
2 John 1:8   Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked for, but that we may receive a full reward.   {does not explain what a full reward (misthos plērēs) might be, but it implies a reward proportionate to the works}
3 Joh.1:2 Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers.  {a wish to prosper applied to a successful journey (LXX: Abraham’s servant, Gen.24:12), but could apply to finances, per 1 Cor.16:1. Many more possibilities exist}

Jude 1:2 kindness to you, and peace, and love, be multiplied!   {a multiplication of spiritual gifts}



Gifts, Promises, Rewards in Revelation:
Rev.1:6  and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.   {this OT promise was still prominent – Exo.19:5-6, “all the earth is Mine” implied He would bestow it to whom He pleased; also this text is prefixed with an “if”}
Revelation 2:7  "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the Tree of Life, which is in the Paradise of God." '   {EPHESUS. Access to Paradise and the Tree of Life}
Rev.2:10-11  Be faithful until death, and I will give you the Crown of Life.  11 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the Second Death." '   {SMYRNA. The Crown of Life vs. the Second Death}
Rev.2:17  "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give some of the Hidden Manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows except him who receives it." '   {PERGAMOS. What is the nature of the Hidden Manna – an ambrosia for victors, or a necessity for those escaped from persecution? A new name has parallels with Abraham, Sarah, and Israel – it could imply something as precious as a personal covenant with the Lord Jesus}
Rev.2:26-28  "And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations --  27 'He shall shepherd them with an iron staff; They shall be dashed to pieces like the potter's vessels' -- as I also have received from My Father;  28 "and I will give him the Morning Star.   {THYATIRA. Seems as much political, as priestly. The Bright, the Morning Star at 22:16 is Jesus Himself}
Rev.3:4-5   "You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.  5 "He who overcomes will be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.   {SARDIS. Being clothed in white is reserved for kingdom elite. Having one’s name confessed before God and His angels will be a great honor – will this be the new name, or old?}
Rev.3:8-12   "I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name.  9 "Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie -- indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you.  10 "Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of testing which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.  11 "Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown.  12 "He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. And I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name.   {PHILADELPHIA. Apostate Jews will bow to them – apparently not all will be destroyed in the Tribulation. Being kept from the hour of testing must have a special meaning, because how can they be overcomers without the testing? Crown, and a permanent position in the Temple (heavenly in 11:19). Names written on the Overcomer: God’s, New Jerusalem, and Jesus’ new name.}
Rev.3:17-21  "Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing' -- and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked --  18 "I counsel you to buy from Me gold burned with the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.  19 "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent.  20 "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.  21 "To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.   {LAODICEA. Physical abundance was spoiling them. Advised to buy from Him refined gold (cp. Zec.13:9) and white garments – obviously these would be their reward/wage for good works. Dining with the elite of the kingdom would be a great privilege, as would sharing Jesus’ throne.}
Rev.5:10  And made them kings and priests to our God; And they will reign upon the earth."
Rev.5:12  saying with a loud voice: "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To receive power and riches and wisdom, And strength and honor and glory and blessing!"   {note that riches belong to the Lamb}
Rev.7:16-17  They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat;  17 "for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living springs of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."   {This is the “spring of water welling up to aionian life” that Jesus promised the Samaritan woman (Joh.4:14). Also Rev.21:6; 22:1, 17}
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