Isaiah 13-14 – More Analysis
Isaiah chapters 13 and 14 are a two-fold prophecy concerning Babel and its king. A detailed diagramming of their parts follows this discussion. The principle difference in how these chapters are presented are –
1. Chapter 13 – an “oracle” of Babel
2. Chapter 14 – a “proverb” against the king of Babel
What exactly is an “oracle”, which is sometimes translated “burden” (KJV)? The Heb. massâ’ derives from the verb nâssâ’, meaning to lift or carry. The implication seems to be to lift up an object in order to inspect  and describe it. Thus Isaiah said he “saw” (Heb. châzâh) this “burden” – i.e., it was a vision (châzôwn) given to him. On the other hand chapter 14 was a “proverb” (Heb. mâshâl), that Isaiah was told to lift up (Heb. nâssâ’). The implication here was that he was to raise his voice to speak the proverb. A proverb (Heb. mâshâl) was a comparison of one thing “being like” (Heb. mâshal) another thing. And while the oracle concerned the people of Babel, the proverb was against its king.
Further, the “oracle” concerned armies and nations in the “day of Yahweh” (twice), in the “day of the burning of His anger”. It also concerned the overthrow of Babel, like Sodom and Gomorrah. On the other hand, the proverb dealt with the king of Babel and other kings, and their eventual end in Sheol, the Grave. For all his vaunted pride, the king of Babel “was like” (mâshal) other men of lesser pride in their being made “weak” by death – this is the heart of the “proverb”. But there is another great contrast in the “proverb” because of the king of Babel’s God-like pretensions, and his humble end in Sheol. Between the “oracle” and the “proverb” lies a short comforting word to Jacob “in a day of Yahweh giving rest”. There is no “day” mentioned in the “proverb” section, whose focus centers on what happens to the king of Babel after “the day of Yahweh” has finished consuming the objects of His wrath.
I was disappointed in my analysis of the details in not finding what we might call “classic” didactic structures, using such forms as –
Alternation:
a.
b.
a.
b.

and Introversion:
a.
b.
c.
b.
a.

However, on a summary level, we can discern this simple introversion –
a. oracle of Babel (13:1-22)
b. comfort of Israel (14:1-3)
a. proverb against the king of Babel (14:4-23)

Within a. oracle of Babel, I have divided the activities into six sections –
a. An oracle of Babel (hapax), which Isaiah son of Amoz saw.   (13:1)
A. Rally to muster an army – 4 actions
B. Nine-fold description of Yahweh’s army
C. Nine terrors of the day of Yahweh (Howl!)
D. Nine doublets of judgments (Behold!)
E. Nine judgments of devastated Babel
F. Nine more doublets of judgments (Behold!)
Nine is the number of judgment (Numbers, p.235), and divine judgment is very definitely conveyed by this “oracle”. 
Rally to muster an army     (13:2)
Upon a bare mountain (hapax)
1. lift a standard. 
2. Lift a voice to them. (cp.37:23)
3. Wave a hand,
4. that they may enter the gates of nobles (hapax, or ‘willing’, ‘inclined’).
The A. Rally to muster an army takes place upon a “bare (or ‘level’) mountain” (hapax). The hapax nature of so many expressions in Isaiah 13-14 makes them difficult to match against other Scriptures. The identity of this mountain is a secret, but the Medes will participate in this muster for certain (Isa.13:17). Also mysterious is this army’s entering the “gates of nobles” (hapax), but this might also be translated the “gates of the willing” (or ‘inclined’). This latter expression would color it as a muster of willing recruits for a patriotic war. 
The B. Nine-fold description of Yahweh’s army includes –
Nine-fold description of Yahweh’s army      (13:3-5)
1. I have commanded to My consecrated ones – 
2. yea, I have called My mighty ones for My wrath – 
3. jubilant ones in My majesty. 
4. The sound of the crowd in the mountains. 
5. A likeness of many people (hapax). 
6. A sound of roaring of kingdoms of nations (hapax) assembled together. 
7. Yahweh of armies is mustering an army for battle. 
8. They are coming from a distant land, from the end of the heavens 
9. Yahweh and weapons of His indignation to destroy the whole land.  (also Jer.50:25)
One of the nine descriptions of this army includes – 8. they are coming from a distant land, from the end of the heavens. This “distant land” seems to rule out any near neighbors to Babel. Despite this internal clarification, I found an interpretation of “the end of heaven” from an internet site that makes this out to be just “beyond the borders” of the country under discussion. Let us see if this interpretation stands up under scrutiny. Following are the OT texts, besides Isa.13:5, using the expression “end of the heavens” –
“For ask now concerning former days, which came to pass before you, since the day that Elohim created man upon the earth, from the end of the heavens, even to the end of the heavens, has it happened like this great thing, or has been heard like it? Did a people hear the voice of Elohim speaking from the midst of the fire, as what you heard, and lived?”     Deu.4:32-33
This is a for all time (for man) and in all places (for peoples) statement. Israel were wandering in a wilderness at the time this was spoken, and they did not even have borders yet. Note how it is His voice “from the midst of the fire”, which neither Adam, nor any of the fathers heard. This first occurrence rather sets the definition of “end of heaven”, and the remaining occurrences only reinforce it –
“Yahweh your Elohim will bring you back from your captivity, and He will have compassion on you, and He will even again gather you from all the nations where Yahweh your Elohim has scattered you there. If you come to be driven out to the end of the heavens, Yahweh your Elohim will gather you from there, and He will bring you from there.”     Deu.30:3-4
Where historically were the captivities of Israel? They were in Assyria and Babylonia/Persia – well beyond the borders God had fixed for Israel (Deu.32:8).
“But if you return to Me and keep My commandments and do them, though you come to be cast out to the end of the heavens, from there I will gather them and bring them to the place which I chose for dwelling My name.”     Neh.1:9
Nehemiah was praying from his captivity in Persia, for the mercy God had spoken in Deu.30:3-4.
“Day to day pours out speech, and night to night declares knowledge. There is no speech nor words where their voice is not heard. In all the earth their line has gone out, and to the end of the world their words. He has set for the sun a tent in them, and he like a bridegroom is coming out of his chamber. He rejoices like a strong-man to run his race from the end of the heavens – his rising and his circuit to the end of them, and nothing is hidden from his heat.”     Psa.19:2-6
Psalm 19 demonstrates the equivalence of “in all the earth”, “to the end of the world” and “from the end of the heavens … to the end of them”. The prospect was as global as the sunlight.
“And I will bring toward Elam four winds from the ends of the heavens, and I will scatter them to all these winds. And will not come to pass nations where outcasts of Elam will not go there.”     Jer.49:36
The testimony of these five examples speaks to a widespread dispersion, and the example of Psalm 19 is most certainly global. Therefore, any interpretation attempting to restrict the expression to outside the borders of a given nation is simply turning the idea behind “the end of heaven” on its head. There are not a few man-made arguments used in explanation of prophecy, but we are much safer in letting Scripture explain Scripture.
The B. Nine-fold description of Yahweh’s army included “a sound of a crowd in the mountains” and “a sound of roaring of kingdoms of nations”, so this will be a multi-national enemy coming against Babel. There will be at least ten kings involved in the overthrow of Babel per Rev.17:16. The “in the mountains” description might include Media, as well as many northern lands distant from Babel. We have already examined in the chapter “Mystery Babylon the Great” the threat to Babel from “the North” in Jer.50:3, 9, 41; 51:48, and also from Media in Jer.51:11, 28. The latter threat is confirmed by Isa.13:17, where Yahweh will be “rousing against them the Medes”.
The ninth descriptive element concerning this army calls them “weapons of His indignation”, a term also found in the large Babel prophecy of Jeremiah 50-51 –
“Yahweh has opened His armory and He has brought out weapons of His indignation, because this work  is for Adônây Yahweh of armies in the land of Chaldeans. Come to her from the end.”    Jer.50:25-26
Whatever their standing before God, the armies attacking Babel will be doing God’s will toward Babel. This is similar to how Yahweh called the idolater, Nebuchadrezzar, “My servant”. The qualification of the Medes as valuing neither silver nor gold shows that the lure of plunder will not be the casus belli. Although latter-day Babylon will be full of riches (Rev.18:12-13), these will largely be a motivation for “the merchants of the earth” (18:11). The “ten horn” kingdoms will attack her out of hatred (Rev.17:16), but the cause of this hatred is not explained. Revelation is further aligned with Isa.13:5 in this fulfillment of divine will –
“For God gave into their hearts to do His mind and to make one mind, even to give their kingdom to the Beast until the words of God may be completed.”     Rev.17:17 (spoken of the 10 horns)
I suppose it will seem to them to be “the right thing to do”.
The next group of activities are the C. Nine terrors of the day of Yahweh (Howl!) –
Howl, for      Nine terrors of day of Yahweh     13:6-8
1. near is a day of Yahweh! (also Joe.1:15: 4:14; Oba.1:15; Zep.1:7, 14)
2. As a ruin from Shaddai it comes. (also Joe.1:15)
3. Therefore, all hands go limp, 
4. and every heart of man melts. 
5. Then they will be terrified. 
6. Pains and anguish will take hold; 
7. like bringing forth to birth they will writhe. 
8. Each to his fellow will be astounded. 
9. Their faces will be faces of flushing (hapax).
These Nine terrors of the day of Yahweh begin with the command to Howl! (or ‘wail’) Then “near is a day of Yahweh” begins the nine-fold list. That same nearness of “a day of Yahweh” is expressed in Joe.1:15; 2:1 (roughly the same words); 3:14; Oba.1:15; Zep.1:7, 14, bringing the total of occurrences to seven. And the next phrase in Isa.13:6, “as a ruin from Shaddai it comes”, also continues the “day of Yahweh” statement in Joe.1:15. So the link between the day of Yahweh for Babel in Isa.13:6 and the day of Yahweh for Israel and the house of God is particularly strong. This does not necessarily mean that these judgments will coincide, but there will likely be a connection between the two. While Joel 1 focuses its effects upon Israel, there “drunkards” (1:5), “vinedressers” (1:11), and “ministers of the altar” (1:13) are instructed to “Howl!” The focus in Oba.1:15 is “all the nations” who have come against Israel. Then Zep.1:7, 14 is against Judah, while those of the second gate and the merchants of Jerusalem (1:10-12) are both told to “Howl!” The “Howl!” of Isa.13:6 appears to be directed to the whole of Babel.
The full description of the Nine terrors depicts a thoroughly demoralized people. I have interpreted the literal “faces of flames” as “faces of flushing”, but there are no other examples in Scripture. The anguish of “bringing forth” was also used of Israel in the time of “Jacob’s trouble” (KJV) –
“For thus said Yahweh, ‘We have heard a voice of trembling, of terror and not of peace. Ask, now, and see if a male is bringing forth. Why have I seen every young man, his hands upon his loins, like her bringing forth, and all faces are turned to pallor? Woe, for great is that day! Above any like it. Even a time of that distress to Jacob, but he will be saved from it.”     Jer.30:5-7
Although Babel’s faces will be flushed and Israel’s pale, each seems to be an effect of a child-bearing anguish that comes upon them both.
The next section, D. Nine doublets of judgments, opens with a divine interjection, Behold!
Behold,     Nine doublets of judgments in day of Yahweh    13:9-13
1. a day of Yahweh is coming (hapax), cruel both of wrath and fierce anger, 
2. to appoint the land for a waste, and its sinners He will exterminate from it. 
3. For the stars of the heavens and their constellations will not shine forth their light. 
4. The sun grew dark in its coming out and the moon does not cause to shine its light. 
5. But I will appoint evil upon the world and upon the wicked for their iniquity. 
6. And I will put an end to pride of insolence (hapax) and I will bring low the majesty of the terrible (hapax). 
7. I will make a man more rare than pure gold and mankind more than gold of Ophir. 
8. Therefore I will cause heavens to quake and the earth will shake from its place (also in 14:16)]
9. in the fury of Yahweh of armies and in a day of the burning of His anger. (also Lam.1:12)
Here we find nine more statements of judgment, but expressed as doublets to make the wrath of Yahweh doubly fearsome. Note how the celestial signs of 3. and 4., and the quaking and shaking of 8., coincide again with Joel’s vision of the day of Yahweh at Joe.2:10, 31; 3:15. Also the “pride of insolence” in 6. is a more emphatic statement of the charge against Babel at Jer.50:29, 31-32.
Then follows section E., nine more judgments –
Nine judgments (including four doublets) of devastated Babel     13:14-16
1. And it (m.) will come to pass like a hunted gazelle (hapax)
2. and like a sheep that is not gathered. 
3. Each of them will turn to his own people 
4. and each of them will flee to his own land. 
5. Everyone who is found will be pierced, 
6. and everyone who is captured will fall by a sword. 
7. And their children they will dash to pieces before their eyes. 
8. Their houses will be plundered 
9. and their wives will be violated. 
From 3. and 4. it is clear that there will be expatriates in Babel before her destruction. These are not commanded to “flee”, as Israel will be when safety is still possible – Jer.50:4-8; 51:5-6, 45, 50. The action here seems swift, and not like the lengthened siege alluded to in Lev.26:29 leading to eating their own children.
And another divine Behold introduces this second set of nine doublets in section F. –
Behold,    Nine more doublets of judgments    13:17-22
1. I am rousing against them the Medes, who value not silver – and gold, they delight not in it. 
2. And their bows will dash to pieces the young men, and fruit of a womb they will not pity. 
3. Upon sons their eye will not look with compassion, 
  and will come to pass Babel,    [before and after – a doublet within a doublet]
beauty (gazelle) of kingdoms (hapax), 
adornment of excellence (hapax) of Chaldeans, 
as Elohim’s overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
4. It will not dwell for a duration and it will not abide for a generation. 
5. And an Arab will not pitch his tent there, nor will they cause to lie down there for pasturing. 
6. But wild animals will lie down there and their houses will be full of jackals. 
7. And daughters of an ostrich will dwell there and he-goats will skip about there.    
8. And jackals will answer in their palaces and serpents in the exquisite temples.
9. And near to come is her time, and her days will not be drawn out.
Finally the “oracle” gets specific about the principal adversary – the Medes. The overthrow of Babel like Sodom and Gomorrah is indicative of complete annihilation. This will be a “no prisoners” battle, what typifies a war of revenge. Babel’s overthrow was described in like manner in Jer.50:40. The prophecy against Edom also foretells annihilation like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah (Jer.49:18), as does that of Moab and Ammon (Zep.2:9). Judgment 9. “near to come is her time” rather reinforces the earlier statement that “near is a day of Yahweh” (13:6).
The text now switches its focus from Babel to Israel –
b. Seven rewards (six are doublets) for Jacob after their “hard service”  Isa.14:1-3
1. For Yahweh will have compassion on Jacob, and He will choose again Israel. 
2. Then He will give them rest upon their own ground. 
3. And the sojourners will be joined to them and they will attach themselves to the house of Jacob. 
4. Then peoples will take them and bring them into their own place, 
5. and the house of Israel will possess them upon the ground of Yahweh (hapax) for servants and maid-servants. 
6. And it will come to pass their taking captive those who took them captive, and they will rule over their oppressors. 
7. And it will come to pass in a day of Yahweh giving rest (hapax) to you from your pain and from your turmoil and from the hard service (hapax) which he served. 
This depicts a bringing back from captivity by their very captors. All the roles of Israel’s “hard service” are reversed here. The “day of Yahweh giving rest” will be the ultimate fulfillment of His promise at –
“And He said, ‘My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.’”     Exo.33:14
In placing this promise of blessing for Israel between the “oracle” and the “proverb” of Babel and its king, the implication is that Babel will be one of Israel’s oppressors.
Next comes the last part of the triad, the “proverb” against the king of Babel.
a. Then you will lift up this proverb (mâshâl) against the king of Babel,   14:4
i. Exclamation of the king’s cessation     14:5-11
i. Exclamation of the king’s fall from heaven     14:12-21
ii. Babel destroyed – six-fold pronouncement     14:22-23
ii. Asshur broken – five-fold oath (doubled)    14:24-27
The details of i. Exclamation of the king’s cessation are given in more detail by –


Exclamation of the king’s cessation
‘How (‘êyk) ceased the oppressor, 
ceased the boisterousness!’  
How oppressor stopped
Yahweh has broken 
the staff of wicked ones,   two-fold breaking
the scepter of rulers, 
who struck peoples in wrath a continual stroke (hapax),   two-fold tyranny
who ruled nations in anger an unrestrained (not holding back (hapax)) persecution. 
Peace on earth begins
The whole earth was at rest and quiet.  quiet & restful
They broke forth a ringing cry.             then shouting
Indeed, the cypress trees rejoiced over you, cedars of Lebanon, saying,   response of two trees
‘From that time you have lain down, the woodcutter comes not up against us.’   peaceful, unbusy
A meeting at the Grave   
Sheol from beneath quakes (râgaz) for you, to meet your entering it.  the two meet
It stirs up for you the Rephaim, all leaders (rams) of the earth (hapax).  two-fold raising
It has raised up from their thrones all kings of nations. (and v.18, only)
They all answer and say to you, 							response of leaders & kings
‘Yea, you were made weak just like (kemôw) us. You were made like (mâshal) us. 
Has been brought down to Sheol your arrogance, the sound of your instruments (hapax). two-fold lowering
Under you is spread the maggot, and your cover is the worm.  two-fold destruction

The introductory “How” is exclamatory, rather than interrogative, and a similar “How” introduces the affiliated section that follows. We are meant to compare these, as they address an earthly fall and a heavenly fall –
i. ‘How (‘êyk) ceased the oppressor, ceased the boisterousness!’
i. ‘How (‘êyk) you have fallen from the heavens, morning-star (Heb. hêylêl; LXX heōsphoros, hapax), son of dawn (hapax); you have been cut down to the earth, prostrater over nations.’!’
But this is not all. The large Babel prophecy in Jeremiah 50-51 also uses this exclamation –
“How (‘êyk) has been cut off and broken the hammer of the whole earth (hapax)!
How (‘êyk) has become for a horror Babel among the nations!”     Jer.50:23
“How (‘êyk) Sheshak has been taken and seized, the praise of the whole earth (hapax)!
How (‘êyk) has become for a horror Babel among the nations!”     Jer.51:41
“The hammer of the whole earth” and “the praise of the whole earth” speak to Babel’s dominance in the earth – whether by force or by persuasive intoxication. And Isaiah 14 adds to this the oppression of Babel’s king, and his divine pretenses. Likely his oppressive, boisterous, self-vaunting character will be part of his formula for success. The Jeremiah texts seem to lend themselves to comparison with the lament of the kings of the earth –
“Woe, woe, the great city Babylon, the strong city, because in one hour came your judgment.”  Rev.18:10
After establishing that Yahweh has broken this oppressor, as He has other rulers, some amazing voices are heard. First two trees declare how they have come to a time of rest. Then a raising of “all kings of nations” (phrase unique to Isaiah 14 – 2 occs.) speaks the parable that this grand king of Babel is just as weak and lowly as the rest of kings. Part of the force of the parable appears to be this fabulous nature of talking trees and talking dead men. I would draw your attention to the parable The Rich Man and Lazarus (chapter Parable as Prophecy), which uses a similar dramatic device.
The quaking of Sheol at meeting the king of Babel contrasts with his making the earth quake, and shaking kingdoms (14:16). But this is likely spoken in mockery of “the hammer of the whole earth”.
The second How section completes the humiliation of this king of Babel –
i. ‘How (‘êyk) you have fallen from the heavens, morning-star (Heb. hêylêl; LXX heōsphoros, hapax), son of dawn (hapax); you have been cut down to the earth, prostrater over nations.’!’
I already pointed out in the chapter “This Generation” in Prophecy how the KJV translation of “Lucifer” for “morning-star” has prejudiced identifying the “king of Babel” as a figure for Satan. There is such a human-like figure for Satan that is valid, in “the lamentation over the king of Tyre” (Eze.28:12). This one was also called the “anointed cherub” (Eze.28:13 - an angelic being), and he was a direct creation of God (Eze.28:15). He was also “ in Eden, garden of God” (Eze.28:12). His heart was lifted up because of his beauty (Eze.28:17), and his destruction is said to bring him to ashes (Eze.28:18). Nowhere does this “king of Tyre” display God-like pretenses, so aligning his prophecy with that of the king of Babel is a mis-alignment. 
However, the “proverb against the king of Babel” in Isaiah 14 does resemble the following saying “to the prince of Tyre” –
“And came the word of Yahweh to me saying, ‘Son of man, say to the prince of Tyre, “Thus said Adonai Yahweh, ‘Because your heart raised up and you said, “God am I. I sit in the seat of gods in the midst of the seas.” But you are a man and not a god. And you set your heart as a heart of gods. Behold, you are wiser than Daniel. Every secret is not hidden from you. By your wisdom and by your understanding you have gained for yourself riches, and you gathered gold and silver into your treasuries. By your great wisdom by trade you have increased your riches, and your heart has been lifted up because of your riches.’ Therefore, thus said Adonai Yahweh, ‘Because of your setting your heart as a heart of gods, therefore, behold, I will bring against you terrifying foreign nations. And they will draw their swords against the beauty of your wisdom, and they will defile your splendor. They will throw you down into a pit (Heb. shâchath), and you will die a death of those slain in the midst of the seas. Will you certainly say, “God am I” before the one slaying you? But you will be a man and not a god in the hand of one slaying you. You will die an uncircumcised death by the hand of strangers, because I have spoken – an utterance of Adonai Yahweh.’”’”     Eze.28:1-10
The cherubic “king of Tyre” was corrupted by his own great beauty, but aspiring to be a god was not attributed to him. It seems that this blasphemy is the preserve of men, because both the “prince of Tyre” and “the king of Babel” will put on this divine masquerade. And it is entirely credible that they will become so swept away by it, as to believe the lie themselves. It is not difficult to perceive the strong relation between the Satanic “king of Tyre” and his man, “the prince of Tyre”. This relationship bears a resemblance to how the Dragon and the Beast of Revelation are related. But the prince of Tyre must also have a relationship to the city of Tyre, while the earthly origin of the Beast in Revelation is not stated. It is possible for Satan to have many such disciples among the princes of the earth.
The remainder of morning-star’s fall is here –
His pretense    14:13-14
And you said in your heart, 
The heavens I will ascend.    two-fold self-raising
From above stars of God (hapax) I will raise my throne, 
and I sat down on the mount of meeting (‘appointment’) (hapax)    two-fold lowering
on the sides of the North. (cp. Eze.38:6, 15; 39:2)
I will ascend above the heights of thick cloud (hapax) .    two-fold self-raising 
I will make myself like (dâmâh) to the Most High (Elyon). 
His humiliation    14:15-19
Surely, to Sheol you will be brought down, into the sides of a pit (hapax).  cp. Eze. chs 32-33 the Assyrian 
Those seeing you will stare at you.   response of witnesses
To you they will discern, 
If this is the man quaking (râgaz) the earth, 
shaking kingdoms,      (also 13:13)
setting the world as the desert? 
And its cities he threw down; 
his prisoners he did not open the prison-house to.’ 
All kings of nations, all of them have lain down in glory, each in his own house.   other kings - glorious
But you have been thrown from your grave (qeber)					king of Babel - inglorious
as an abominated sprout (hapax), 
a garment of the slain (hapax), 
pierced with a sword, 
going down to stones of a pit (hapax), 
as a trampled corpse (hapax). 
Five prohibitions
You will not be united with them in burial,     14:20-21
for you ruined your land, you killed your people. 
A seed of evil-doers will not be proclaimed for an age.  (also 1:4)
Prepare slaughter for his sons, upon the guilt of their fathers.
They will not rise nor inherit the land, nor fill the face of the world with cities.
Going back to “the prince of Tyre”, both he and “the king of Babel” will die by the hand of man and be consigned to the “pit” (Heb. shâchath). Note how this differs from the “king of Tyre”, who will be destroyed by fire into “ashes”. In this destruction he will become an object for gazing (Eze.28:17) and astonishment (Eze.28:19) to kings and peoples. On the other hand, the king of Babel will be “brought down to Sheol” (the Grave – Isa. 14:15) into “the sides of a pit” (Heb. shâchath), “to the stones of a pit” (Isa.14:17), where “maggot” and “worm” will destroy his body (Isa.14:14). At some point he appears to be thrown from his grave (Isa.14:19) to become a “trampled corpse”. He too will become a gazing-stock for “all leaders of the earth” and “all kings of nations” (second occ. - Isa.14:9), but this is rather a fabulous gaze by other dwellers of Sheol. The reason the king of Babel will be defiled “as a trampled corpse” is because he will ruin his land and kill his people. This is not what kings normally do to their country and people.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The earlier observation of “all kings of nations” was. “you were made weak just like us” (Isa.14:10). This is the one who pretended to make himself “like the Most High” (Isa.14:14).


Structure of Isaiah 13-14 in its Entirety
a. An oracle of Babel (hapax), which Isaiah son of Amoz saw. {Babel-4, Chaldeans-1, Asshur-1, Medes-1}
     13:1-5
Rally to muster an army
Upon a bare mountain (hapax)
1. lift a standard. 
2. Lift a voice to them. (cp.37:23)
3. Wave a hand, 
4. that they may enter the gates of nobles (hapax, or ‘willing’, ‘inclined’). 
Nine-fold description of Yahweh’s army
1. I have commanded to My consecrated ones – 
2. yea, I have called My mighty ones for My wrath – 
3. jubilant ones in My majesty. 
4. The sound of the crowd in the mountains. 
5. A likeness of many people (hapax). 
6. A sound of roaring of kingdoms of nations (hapax) assembled together. 
7. Yahweh of armies is mustering an army for battle. 
8. They are coming from a distant land, from the end of the heavens 
9. Yahweh and weapons of His indignation to destroy the whole land.  (also Jer.50:25)


Howl, for      Nine terrors of day of Yahweh     13:6-8
1. near is a day of Yahweh! (also Joe.1:15: 4:14; Oba.1:15; Zep.1:7, 14)
2. As a ruin from Shaddai it comes. (also Joe.1:15)
3. Therefore, all hands go limp, 
4. and every heart of man melts. 
5. Then they will be terrified. 
6. Pains and anguish will take hold; 
7. like bringing forth to birth they will writhe. 
8. Each to his fellow will be astounded. 
9. Their faces will be faces of flushing (hapax). 

Behold,     Nine doublets of judgments in day of Yahweh    13:9-13
1. a day of Yahweh is coming (hapax), cruel both of wrath and fierce anger, 
2. to appoint the land for a waste, and its sinners He will exterminate from it. 
3. For the stars of the heavens and their constellations will not shine forth their light. 
4. The sun grew dark in its coming out and the moon does not cause to shine its light. 
5. But I will appoint evil upon the world and upon the wicked for their iniquity. 
6. And I will put an end to pride of insolence (hapax) and I will bring low the majesty of the terrible (hapax). 
7. I will make a man more rare than pure gold and mankind more than gold of Ophir. 
8. Therefore I will cause heavens to quake and the earth will shake from its place (also in 14:16)
9. in the fury of Yahweh of armies and in a day of the burning of His anger. (also Lam.1:12)
Nine judgments (including four doublets) of devastated Babel     13:14-16
1. And it (m.) will come to pass like a hunted gazelle (hapax)
2. and like a sheep that is not gathered. 
3. Each of them will turn to his own people 
4. and each of them will flee to his own land. 
5. Everyone who is found will be pierced, 
6. and everyone who is captured will fall by a sword. 
7. And their children they will dash to pieces before their eyes. 
8. Their houses will be plundered 
9. and their wives will be violated. 
Behold,    Nine more doublets of judgments    13:17-22
1. I am rousing against them the Medes, who value not silver – and gold, they delight not in it. 
2. And their bows will dash to pieces the young men, and fruit of a womb they will not pity. 
3. Upon sons their eye will not look with compassion, 
  and will come to pass Babel,    [before and after – a doublet within a doublet]
beauty (gazelle) of kingdoms (hapax), 
adornment of excellence (hapax) of Chaldeans, 
as Elohim’s overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
4. It will not dwell for a duration and it will not abide for a generation. 
5. And an Arab will not pitch his tent there, nor will they cause to lie down there for pasturing. 
6. But wild animals will lie down there and their houses will be full of jackals. 
7. And daughters of an ostrich will dwell there and he-goats will skip about there.    
8. And jackals will answer in their palaces and serpents in the exquisite temples. 
9. And near to come is her time, and her days will not be drawn out.   

b. Seven rewards (six are doublets) for Jacob after their “hard service”  Isa.14:1-3
1. For Yahweh will have compassion on Jacob, and He will choose again Israel. 
2. Then He will give them rest upon their own ground. 
3. And the sojourners will be joined to them and they will attach themselves to the house of Jacob. 
4. Then peoples will take them and bring them into their own place, 
5. and the house of Israel will possess them upon the ground of Yahweh (hapax) for servants and maid-servants. 
6. And it will come to pass their taking captive those who took them captive, and they will rule over their oppressors. 
7. And it will come to pass in a day of Yahweh giving rest (hapax) to you from your pain and from your turmoil and from the hard service (hapax) which he served. 


a. Then you will lift up this proverb (mâshâl) against the king of Babel,   14:4
Exclamation of the king’s cessation
‘How (‘êyk) ceased the oppressor,      14:5-11
ceased the boisterousness!’  cp. ‘êyk in Jer.50:23 (‘êyk x2, the hammer of the whole earth); 51:41 (‘êyk x2, the praise of the whole earth)
How oppressor stopped
Yahweh has broken 
the staff of wicked ones,   two-fold breaking
the scepter of rulers, 
who struck peoples in wrath a continual stroke (hapax),   two-fold tyranny
who ruled nations in anger an unrestrained (not holding back (hapax)) persecution. 
Peace on earth begins
The whole earth was at rest and quiet.  quiet & restful
They broke forth a ringing cry.             then shouting
Indeed, the cypress trees rejoiced over you, cedars of Lebanon, saying,   response of two trees
‘From that time you have lain down, the woodcutter comes not up against us.’   peaceful, unbusy
A meeting at the Grave   
Sheol from beneath quakes (râgaz) for you, to meet your entering it. the two meet
It stirs up for you the Rephaim, all leaders (rams) of the earth (hapax).  two-fold raising
It has raised up from their thrones all kings of nations. (and v.18, only)
They all answer and say to you, 							response of leaders & kings
‘Yea, you were made weak just like (kemôw) us. You were made like (mâshal) us. 
Has been brought down to Sheol your arrogance, the sound of your instruments (hapax). two-fold lowering
Under you is spread the maggot, and your cover is the worm.   two-fold decay
Exclamation of the king’s fall from heaven
‘How (‘êyk) you have fallen from the heavens, morning-star (Heb. hêylêl; Gk. heōsphoros, hapax), son of dawn (hapax); 14:12-14
you have been cut down to the earth, prostrater over nations.’
His pretense
And you said in your heart, 
The heavens I will ascend.    two-fold self-raising
From above stars of God (hapax) I will raise my throne, 
and I sat down on the mount of meeting (‘appointment’) (hapax)    two-fold lowering
on the sides of the North. (cp. Eze.38:6, 15; 39:2)
I will ascend above the heights of thick cloud (hapax) .    two-fold self-raising 
I will make myself like (dâmâh) to the Most High (Elyon). 
His humiliation    14:15-19
Surely, to Sheol you will be brought down, into the sides of a pit (hapax).  cp. Eze. chs 32-33 the Assyrian 
Those seeing you will stare at you.   response of witnesses
To you they will discern, 
If this is the man quaking (râgaz) the earth, 
shaking kingdoms,      (also 13:13)
setting the world as the desert? 
And its cities he threw down; 
his prisoners he did not open the prison-house to.’ 
All kings of nations, all of them have lain down in glory, each in his own house.   other kings - glorious
But you have been thrown from your grave (qeber)					king of Babel - inglorious
as an abominated sprout (hapax), 
a garment of the slain (hapax), 
pierced with a sword, 
going down to stones of a pit (hapax), 
as a trampled corpse (hapax). 
Five prohibitions
You will not be united with them in burial,     14:20-21
for you ruined your land, you killed your people. 
A seed of evil-doers will not be proclaimed for an age.  (also 1:4)
Prepare slaughter for his sons, upon the guilt of their fathers.
They will not rise nor inherit the land, nor fill the face of the world with cities.    

Babel destroyed – six-fold pronouncement
And I will rise up against them 14:22-23
– an utterance of Yahweh of armies –  
and I will cut off for Babel, 
name and remnant, 
and offspring and posterity 
– an utterance of Yahweh. 
And I will appoint her (Babel) 
for a possession of the porcupine (hapax), 
and marshes of waters. 
And I will sweep her with a broom of annihilation (hapax) 
– an utterance of Yahweh of armies. 

Asshur broken – five-fold oath (doubled)
Yahweh of armies has sworn, to say,    14:24-27    
Surely, like as I have intended, thus it has come to pass.  doublet of purpose
And like as I have counseled, so it will stand, 
to break Asshur in My land,   (see Isa.23:13; Mic.5:5)  doublet of destroying Asshur
and upon My mountains I will trample him. 
And his yoke will turn aside from upon them,   doublet of freeing Jacob
and his burden from upon their shoulder will turn aside. 
This is the counsel that is counseled against the whole earth,  doublet of omnipotence
and this the hand that is stretching out over all the nations.’ 
For Yahweh of armies has counseled, and who will annul it?  doublet of impotence vs. omnipotence
And His hand is stretching out, and who will turn it back?       
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