The principal Leviathan text that I wish to build upon is from Isaiah –
“In that day, Yahweh will visit with the hard and the great and the mighty sword upon Leviathan (LXX drakōn)  the fleeing serpent (Heb. nâchâsh bâriach, LXX ophis pheugontos), and upon Leviathan (LXX drakōn)  the twisting serpent (Heb. nâchâsh `aqallâthôwn, LXX ophis skolios). And He will kill the sea-serpent (Heb. tanîyn, LXX drakōn) which is in the sea.”    Isa.27:1
First take note of the time marker, the formulaic “in that day”. This is repeated a few verses down in –
“And it will come to pass in that day, Yahweh will beat out (‘thresh’) from the channel of the River (i.e., ‘Euphrates’) up to the wady of Egypt. And you will be gathered up one by one, sons of Israel. And it will come to pass in that day, it will be blown with a great horn, and there will come those perishing in the land of Assyria, and those scattered in the land of Egypt. And they will subject themselves to Yahweh in the holy mountain in Jerusalem.”    Isa.27:12-13
This gathering of homeland and dispersed Israel, accompanied by the blowing of a horn – is it not the prophetic fulfillment of the Feast of Trumpets? The linkages given by the phrase “in that day” make the punishment of Leviathan part of the day of the Lord. In v.1 Leviathan is equated with “fleeing serpent” and “twisting serpent”. The connection between Leviathan and the “sea-serpent” is strong in the LXX, because both use the Gk. drakōn (‘dragon’), but it may be a bit tenuous in the Heb. text. The Heb. tanîyn is not the Serpent that deceived Eve in the garden – he was a nâchâsh (Gen.3:1), like the fleeing and twisting serpent above in Isa.27:1.
BDB derives the etymology of Leviathan (Heb. livyâthân) from lâvah, ‘turn’, ‘twist’, ‘wind’ (BDB, p.532), and this rather confirms the “twisting serpent” co-name. What seems possible to me is that the final syllable –thân is a contraction of Heb. tanîyn, which BDB, p1072 defines as a ‘serpent’ or ‘sea-monster’, derived from a Heb. root tânan, ‘howl’. While an ordinary serpent cannot howl, this is no common snake that is used to decorate Satan’s identity – and his agents.
There does appear to have been a real Leviathan creature (as well as a Behemoth) at some ancient time. Job spoke of him in straightforward language (Job 3:8), as did Psa.104:3. Yahweh also challenged Job with the whole of chapter 41, devoted to the great marvels of His Leviathan. Whether this was one of those prehistoric monsters who lived before the first flood (Gen.1:2), or who perished in the second flood (Gen.7:10-12) and left only his giant bones as a reminder of him – one can only speculate. Some have tried to make of Leviathan the crocodile or hippopotamus, but these creatures do little justice to Yahweh’s discourse in Job 41. What does seem obvious from all the accounts is that Leviathan and tanîyn were aquatic, and this is a significant feature that ties in much that I will provide below.
The first mention of tanîyn was aquatic –
“And Elohim created the great sea-creatures (tanîyn, LXX ta kētē ta megala) and every living being that moves, which the waters swarmed according to their kind.”    Gen.1:21
The LXX translates this as “the Great Whales” (ta kētē ta megala), but “whale” is a later meaning we derive from the Latin cetus, used in Jerome’s Vulgate. Greek mythology depicted the kētos in various monstrous forms. And much of ancient mythology was a distortion of truth that God had revealed to Adam through the stars. Among those star signs were the constellations Draco (dragon), Serpens (serpent), Hydra (serpent) and Cetus (sea monster) (see Stars, pp. 24-27), all of them depicting draconian or serpentine versions of Satan.
Besides sea-going creatures there were the riverine – and here is a slightly different environment for the tanîyn –
“When Pharaoh speaks to you, saying, “Show for yourselves a miracle,” then you will say to Aaron, “Take your staff and throw it before Pharaoh, and let it become for a sea-serpent (tanîyn, LXX drakōn).” So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh, and they did so, just as Yahweh commanded. And Aaron threw down his staff before Pharaoh, and it became for a sea-serpent (tanîyn, LXX drakōn) before his servants. But Pharaoh also called to the wise men and to the sorcerers, and they did likewise. The magicians of Egypt by their enchantments did in like manner, for they threw down each one his staff and they became for sea-serpents (tanîyn, LXX drakōn). But Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs.”     Exo.7:9-12
Sea-serpents of the Indian Ocean are not well-studied, but they have been known to “invade” fresh water. Aaron’s demonstration to Pharaoh was likely at a bank of the Nile, since v.15 indicates a daily ritual there by Pharaoh. Whatever the variety of this serpent, the sorcerers of Egypt were acquainted with it. In Exodus the tanîyn was used as a sign to Pharaoh and his counsellors of the superior power of Yahweh.
In recounting events of the Exodus, Psalm 74 applies a greater significance to the tanîyn –
“And Elohim is my King from of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth. You divided by Your strength the sea. You broke the heads of sea-serpents (tanîyn, LXX drakōn) upon the waters. You smashed the heads of Leviathan (LXX drakōn). You give him as food to a people regarding a wilderness. You broke open a fountain and a flood. You dried up enduring rivers.”    Psa.74:12-15
After dividing the Red Sea, Yahweh broke the heads of the Egyptian army upon the water. As tools of an evil head, this army was tanîyn. One of the heads of Leviathan that was smashed was Pharaoh. Other heads smashed by the wilderness people were Og of Bashan, and all the kings of the Canaanites. Through Moses’ staff Yahweh opened a fountain in the desert. Later He dried up the Jordan so Israel might pass over on dry ground. The “heads of Leviathan” here have an analog in Revelation, where both the Dragon and the Beast have seven heads.
Another text recalling the Exodus is this –
“Awake! Awake! Put on strength, arm of Yahweh. Awake as in days of old. Was it not You Who cut to pieces Rahab, piercing the sea-serpent (tanîyn, not in LXX)? Are You not the One drying up the sea, waters of the great deep that made the depths of the sea a road for the redeemed to cross over.”    Isa.51:9
Both tanîyn and Rahab are references to Egypt. Here they are depicted as “pierced” and “cut to pieces”. This call for Yahweh to awake is in a text dealing with Israel’s final deliverance and restoration – a day when “the heavens will vanish away like smoke, the earth will grow old like a garment” (Isa.51:6). More tanîyn texts show a copyist’s confusion between this word and “jackal” (tannîym). In the oldest unpointed Hebrew text these words differ by a single letter. Evidently the LXX translators understood these correctly as tanîyn, which is an aquatic creature. Texts concerning jackals, often coupled with ostriches and daughters of ostriches, are descriptions of wilderness wastes.
“Speak and say, ‘Thus says Adonai Yahweh, “Behold, I am against you, Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great sea-serpent (tannîym, LXX drakōn) who is lying in the midst of his rivers, who said, ‘My river is my own. I made it for myself.’”’”    Eze.29:3
“Son of man, take up a lament for Pharaoh king of Egypt and say to him, ‘You are like a young lion of nations, and you are as a sea-serpent (tannîym, LXX drakōn) in the seas. And you burst forth in your rivers and you troubled waters with your feet and you fouled their rivers.’”     Eze.32:2



Another text in Isaiah that firmly connects Rahab with Egypt is – 
“But Egypt in vain and to no purpose will help. Therefore, I have called this one Rahab-Hem-Shebeth (‘Rahab the one who sits still’).”    Isa.30:7
BDB (p.923) relates the name Rahab to the Heb. root râhab, meaning ‘to storm’, ‘to rage defiantly’. Two more texts with an Egyptian flavor are –
“Glorious things are being spoken of you, city of God. Selah.  I make mention of Rahab (LXX, Raab) and Babel to those knowing me. Behold, Philistia and Tyre with Ethiopia, this one (m.) was born there. And to Zion it is said, ‘This one and that one were born in her. And He establishes her. Most High Yahweh records in His registering peoples this one was born there. Selah.”     Psa.87:3-5  
“You rule in the raging of the sea. In the rising of its waves You still them. You smashed as a slain one Rahab (LXX, huperēphanos, “arrogant one”). With your mighty arm You scattered Your enemies.”     Psa.89:9-10
The second text above rather plays on the stormy temperament that is natural to Rahab, and the stormy sea and waves. The picture is unified.
Then there are these texts from Job that indicate Rahab was also an ancient name for the sea-monster –
“Eloah withdraws not His anger. Beneath Him, allies of Rahab (LXX, kētos) were prostrate.”     Job 9:13
“By His power He stirred up the sea, and by His understanding He broke Rahab (LXX, to kētos). By His Spirit He adorned the heavens. His hand pierced the fleeing serpent (nâchâsh bâriach, LXX drakōn apostatēs).”     Job 26:12-13
The LXX translators saw the kētos sea-serpent in these references to Rahab, and note again the “fleeing serpent” as in our foundation text of Isa.27:1. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]One can easily see the equivalence of these terms Leviathan, sea-serpent, dragon, sea-monster and Rahab. While they had reference to once-living creatures, their greater significance in many texts is to the one identified as the Serpent in Eden, Satan. In the case of his heads, these are his surrogates on earth, and Rahab specifically is a reference to Egypt and its head.


Leviathan-Dragon-Serpent
Leviathan texts: livyâthân fm. lâvah, turn, twist, wind (BDB, p.532) and tanîyn, serpent, sea-monster (BDB, p.1072), itself fm. tânan, howl
Job 3:8 May they curse it who curse the day, those ready to rouse Leviathan (LXX to mega kētos).
Job 41:1 Do you draw out Leviathan (LXX drakōn) with a hook, or with a line hold down his tongue?  {a hook question of Behemoth ends ch.40; whole of ch.41 declares the strengths of Leviathan}
Psa.74:12-14 And Elohim is my King from of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth. You divided by Your strength the sea. You broke the heads of sea-serpents (tanîyn, LXX drakōn) upon the waters. You smashed the heads of Leviathan (LXX drakōn). You give him as food to a people regarding a wilderness.    {vv.12-15 appear to be a remembrance of the Exodus deliverance – Leviathan as Pharaoh, and his minsters as sea-serpents? “heads of Leviathan” are like the seven-headed drakōn of Rev.12}
Psa.104:26 There ships sail about; Leviathan (LXX drakōn) which You formed to play in it.
Isa.27:1 In that day, Yahweh will visit with the hard and the great and the mighty sword upon Leviathan (LXX drakōn)  the fleeing serpent (nâchâsh bâriach, LXX ophis pheugontos), and upon Leviathan (LXX drakōn)  the twisting serpent (nâchâsh `aqallâthôwn, LXX ophis skolios). And He will kill the sea-serpent (tanîyn, LXX drakōn) which is in the sea.
Rev.12:3-4 And another sign appeared in the heaven. And, behold, a great red dragon (drakōn), having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his heads seven diadems. And his tail drags the third of the stars of the heaven and it threw them into the earth. And the dragon (drakōn) stood before the woman, who is about to give birth, so that whenever she might give birth he might eat up her child.
Rev.12:7-13:4 And there came to be war in the heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon (drakōn), and the dragon (drakōn) and his angels fought. And they had not strength, nor was found their place any longer in the heaven. And the Great Dragon (drakōn) was thrown, the Old Serpent (ophis), the one being called “devil” and Satan, the one deceiving the whole world. He was thrown into the earth, and his angels were thrown with him. And I heard a loud voice speaking in the heaven, “Now came to pass the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Anointed, because was thrown down the accuser of our brothers, the one accusing them before our God day and night.” And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their witness, and they loved not their lives up to death. Because of this rejoice, the heavens and those dwelling in them. Woe to those inhabiting the earth and the sea, because the devil has descended to you having great wrath, knowing that he has a little season. And when the dragon (drakōn) saw that he was thrown into the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male child. And were given to the woman two wings of the eagle, so that she might fly into the wilderness into her place, where she is being fed there a seasons and seasons and half a season from the face of the serpent (ophis). And the serpent (ophis) threw after the woman, out of his mouth, water like a river, so that he might make her river-flooded. And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed the river which the dragon (drakōn) threw out of his mouth. And the dragon (drakōn) was angry at the woman, and he went away to make war with the rest of her seed, those keeping the commandments of God and having the witness of Jesus Christ. And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and I saw a beast ascending out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a name of blasphemy. And the beast that I saw was a likeness of a leopard, and its feet as a bear’s, and its mouth as a lion’s mouth. And the dragon (drakōn) gave it his power and his throne and great authority. And I saw one of its heads as having been slain to death, and its Wound of Death was healed. And there was wonder in the whole earth after the beast. And they worshipped the dragon (drakōn)  who gave authority to the beast, and they worshipped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with it?”
Rev.13:11-12 And I saw another beast ascending out of the earth, and it had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon (drakōn). And it performs the whole authority of the first beast before it. And it makes the earth and those dwelling in it, that they worshipped the First Beast, whose Wound of its Death was healed.
Rev.16:13-14 And I saw from the mouth of the dragon (drakōn), and from the mouth of the beast, and from the mouth of the false-prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs came. For they are spirits of demons performing signs, to go out to the kings of the earth, and of the whole world to gather them for the battle of That Great Day of God Almighty.
Rev.17:8 The beast which you saw was, and is not, and is about to ascend out of the Abyss (abussos) and to go into destruction.
Rev.20:1-3 And I saw an angel descending out of the heaven, having the Key of the Abyss (abussos) and a great chain in his hand. And he seized the dragon (drakōn), the Old Serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and he bound him a thousand years. And he threw him into the Abyss (abussos) and closed him in and sealed it over him, so that he may not deceive the nations any longer until the thousand years ended. And after these things he must be loosed for a short time.
Rev.20:7-10 And whenever the thousand years should end, Satan will be loosed out of his prison. And he will go out to deceive the nations, those in the four corners of the earth, the Gog and Magog, to gather them for war, whose number is as the sand of the sea. And they ascended upon the breadth of the earth and encircled the camp of the saints, even the Beloved City. And fire descended from God out of the heaven and ate them down. And the devil, the one deceiving them, was thrown into the Lake of Fire and Sulphur, where the beast and false-prophet were thrown. And they will be tormented day and night for the ages of the ages.

Sea-Serpent/Dragon texts: 
Gen.1:21 And Elohim created the great sea-creatures (tanîyn, LXX ta kētē ta megala) and every living being that moves, which the waters swarmed according to their kind.
Exo.7:9-12 When Pharaoh speaks to you, saying, “Show for yourselves a miracle,” then you will say to Aaron, “Take your staff and throw it before Pharaoh, and let it become for a sea-serpent (tanîyn, LXX drakōn).” So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh, and they did so, just as Yahweh commanded. And Aaron threw down his staff before Pharaoh, and it became for a sea-serpent (tanîyn, LXX drakōn) before his servants. But Pharaoh also called to the wise men and to the sorcerers, and they did likewise. The magicians of Egypt by their enchantments did in like manner, for they threw down each one his staff and they became for sea-serpents (tanîyn, LXX drakōn). But Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs.  {this fits my Psa.74 comment}
Deu.32:33 The poison of sea-serpents (tanîyn, LXX drakōn) is their wine, and venom of cruel cobras (pethen, LXX aspidos).
Neh.2:13 And I went out by night by the Valley-Gate, even before the Sea-serpent (tanîyn, LXX reads “mouth of spring of the figs”) Well, and to the Dung-Gate, and I was looking at the walls of Jerusalem.
Job 7:12 Am I the sea, or a sea-serpent (tanîyn, LXX drakōn), that You set a guard over me?
Psa.74:13 (see under Leviathan above)
Psa.91:13 Upon lion and cobra (pethen, LXX aspidos) you will tread (dârak, cp. drakōn); you will trample young lion and sea-serpent (tanîyn, LXX drakōn).
Psa.148:7 Praise Yahweh from the earth, sea-serpents (tanîyn, LXX drakōn) and all the deeps (tehômôwth).   {Psalm calls on heavens, earth and seas to praise their Creator}
Isa.27:1 (see under Leviathan above)
Isa.51:9 Awake! Awake! Put on strength, arm of Yahweh. Awake as in days of old. Was it not You Who cut to pieces Rahab, piercing the sea-serpent (tanîyn, not in LXX)? Are You not the One drying up the sea, waters of the great deep that made the depths of the sea a road for the redeemed to cross over.
Jer.51:34 Nebuchadrezzar king of Babel devoured me, crushed me. He put me down like an empty vessel. He swallowed me like a sea-serpent (tanîyn, LXX drakōn). He filled his belly with my delicacies. He washed me away.
Eze.29:3 Speak and say, “Thus says Adonai Yahweh, ‘Behold, I am against you, Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great sea-serpent (tannîym, LXX drakōn) who is lying in the midst of his rivers, who said, “My river is my own. I made it for myself.”
Eze.32:2 Son of man, take up a lament for Pharaoh king of Egypt and say to him, ‘You are like a young lion of nations, and you are as a sea-serpent (tannîym, LXX drakōn) in the seas. And you burst forth in your rives and you troubled waters with your feet and you fouled their rivers.

Rahab texts:    (BDB p.923, râhab, to storm, to rage defiantly)
Job 9:13 Eloah withdraws not His anger. Beneath Him, allies of Rahab (LXX, kētos) were prostrate.
Job 26:12-13 By His power He stirred up the sea, and by His understanding He broke Rahab (LXX, to kētos). By His Spirit He adorned the heavens. His hand pierced the fleeing serpent (nâchâsh bâriach, LXX drakōn apostatēs).
Psa.87:3-5 Glorious things are being spoken of you, city of God. Selah.  I make mention of Rahab (LXX, Raab) and Babel to those knowing me. Behold, Philistia and Tyre with Ethiopia, this one (m.) was born there. And to Zion it is said, ‘This one and that one were born in her. And He establishes her. Most High Yahweh records in His registering peoples this one was born there. Selah.  (text gives some credence to Rahab being a nickname for Egypt)
Psa.89:9-10 You rule in the raging of the sea. In the rising of its waves You still them. You smashed as a slain one Rahab (LXX, huperēphanos, “arrogant one”). With your mighty arm You scattered Your enemies.
Isa.30:7 But Egypt in vain and to no purpose will help. Therefore, I have called this one Rahab-Hem-Shebeth (Rahab the one who sits still)
Isa.51:9-10 (see under Dragon/Sea-Serpent above)

Jackal texts:   [KJV typically trans. “dragons”]
Lam.4:3 Even a jackal (tanîyn, LXX drakōn) offers the breast; they nurse their young. The daughter of My people is cruel, like ostriches in the wilderness.
Job 30:29 I became a brother to jackals (tannîym) and a companion to daughters of ostriches.
Psa.44:19 For You crushed us in a place of jackals (tannîym), and covered over us with a shadow of death. 
Isa.13:22 And hyenas will howl in their fortifications, and jackals (tannîym) in their pleasant palaces. {“daughters of ostriches” in v.21}
Isa.34:13 Thorns will come up in its fortresses, nettles and thistles in its forts. And it will become a haunt of jackals (thannîym), a court for daughters of ostriches.
Isa.35:7 And the parched land will become for a pool, and a thirsty land for springs of waters, in a haunt of jackals (thannîym) its resting-place, grass for reeds and rushes.
Isa.43:20 Beasts of the field will glorify Me, jackals (tannîym) and daughters of ostriches, for I have given waters in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to My chosen people.
Jer.9:11 And I will appoint Jerusalem for a heap, a den of jackals (tannîym), and I will make the cities of Judah a desolation without one inhabiting.
Jer.10:22 Sound of a report – behold it comes, even a great commotion from a north-land, to make cities of Judah a desolation, a den of jackals (tannîym).
Jer.14:6 And wild donkeys stood on the bare heights. They sniffed the wind like jackals (tannîym). Their eyes failed because there was no grass.
Jer.49:33 And Hazor will become for a dwelling of jackals (tannîym), a desolation until an age. No one will reside there, nor a son of man dwell in it.
Jer.51:37 And Babel will become for a heap, an appointed place of jackals (tannîym), an astonishment and a hissing without one inhabiting.
Mic.1:8 On account of this I will wail and howl. I will go stripped and naked. I will make wailing like jackals (tannîym) and mourning like daughters of ostriches.
8

